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Coordination - Practice Helps Your Coordination
By Mary Perrin
Throw your arms into the air. Shake your feet. Moving your body is not
hard. Try to wiggle your nose. Now, try patting your head and rubbing your
tummy at the same time. This might be hard for you to do. This is because you
are doing two things at one time. Your brain must work extra hard to do many
things at the same time. You are teaching your brain how to do many things at
once. People must have coordination to play basketball, do gymnastics, and ice
skate. They must do multiple things at the same time. A person must practice a
lot if he wants to get better. People say that practice makes perfect. This really
is true. The more you practice something, the better you will be at it. Your
brain will learn something new if you practice over and over. What was once
new will now be remembered by your brain. Your task will get easier each
time you practice. Practice, practice, and practice some more. You will soon
notice that rubbing your tummy and patting your head is not hard at all.

Coordination - Practice Helps Your Coordination

Questions
1. It takes coordination to do more than ______ thing at a time.

2. Which sport requires a person to be coordinated?
A. basketball
B. ice skating
C. gymnastics
D. all of the above
3. Rubbing your head and ______ is a task that requires practice to do it well.
A. closing your eyes
B. patting your stomach
C. looking at your teacher
D. feeling your hair
4. If you want to become really good at something, you must train your brain and body by practicing often.
A. false
B. true
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The Seahorse
By Cindy Grigg
A seahorse is a kind of fish. They live in the ocean. Most live in shallow, warm
waters. They don't really look like fish! The seahorse gets its name from its
horse-like head. It swims by flapping its small fins.
Seahorses are slow but skilled swimmers. They can steer well in the water. Tiny
little fins near the back of the head help it steer where it wants to go. The small fin
on its back flutters as fast as a hummingbird's wings.
To rest, the seahorse uses its curled tail. It wraps its tail around a piece of coral or
sea grass and holds on. The tail also helps it move up and down in the water. If it
wants to go up, it uncurls its tail. When it wants to sink lower, it curls its tail tightly.
Dad seahorses take care of the young. Female seahorses lay hundreds of eggs.
Mothers put eggs into a pouch on the dad's belly. The daddy seahorse carries the
eggs in his pouch. After two to four weeks, the eggs hatch. The babies are ready to
live on their own in the sea. The dad seahorse helps them leave his pouch. He gives
them a push to help them. The babies drift with the currents to a new home.

The Seahorse

Questions
1. A seahorse is:
A. a horse
B. a fish
C. a frog
D. a clam
2. A seahorse uses its tail to:
A. move up or down in the water
B. hold onto things in the water
C. both a and b
3. After the mother seahorse lays eggs, who takes care of them?
A. no one
B. the mom
C. the dad
4. The eggs are kept in a ______until they hatch.
A. pouch
B. egg sac
C. saddlebag
D. herd
5. What is the topic of this text - what is it about?
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6. What does "skilled" mean?
A. is healthy
B. has been trained to do something
C. can do something well
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John Tyler
By Meg Leonard
John Tyler was the tenth president. He was the first person to become president
without being elected. This happened because the ninth president died. William H.
Harrison died after one month in office. John Tyler was his vice president. The
Constitution explains how the new president is chosen. It said that the vice
president becomes president if the president can no longer do his job. Some people
did not like this rule. They gave Tyler a nickname. It was "His Accidency." They
thought he became president by accident. Tyler was born in 1790. He was born in
Virginia. He was a lawyer. He was only president for one term. He still worked in
politics after he was president. He tried to work out a compromise. It was between
the northern and southern states. This was before the Civil War. It did not work.
Tyler then worked to form the Southern Confederacy. He died in 1861. He was in
the Confederate House of Representatives.

John Tyler

Questions
1. Who was John Tyler?
A. the ninth president
B. the eighth president
C. the tenth president
D. the sixth president
2. How did Tyler become president?
A. He fought to be president.
B. He was the vice president when the president died.
C. He was elected.
D. His father was president.
3. What did Tyler try to do for the northern and southern states?
A. work out a compromise.
B. ignore both of them.
C. divide them.
D. unite them.
4. What did Tyler help create?
A. Confederate army
B. Union army
C. United States
D. Southern Confederacy
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5. Why was Tyler called "His Accidency"?
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Complete the number bonds puzzle. Fill in the missing boxes with the numbers 1 through
29. You can repeat and use any of those numbers. You do not have to use all the numbers.
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Phil Uses the Phone Book
By Joyce Furstenau
Phil reached around in the bottom of his backpack. He stuck his head
close to the opening so he could check it closer. There was no lunch money.
Phil did not know what to do. Phil decided to ask to borrow some lunch
money from his teacher, Mrs. Phipps.
"Mrs. Phipps, can I borrow $1.50 from you? I forgot my lunch money,"
asked Phil.
Mrs. Phipps smiled and looked at Phil. "We've got plenty of time before
lunch. Perhaps we can call your grandmother and ask her to bring you some
lunch money," she said.
Phil nodded his head, "No, Mrs. Phipps. I can't call my grandmother because I don't know her phone number."
Mrs. Phipps smiled again. "Oh, my! How can we find her number?" she asked Phil.
Phil looked at his teacher. "In the phone book?" he asked.
"Yes, Phil, in the phone book. I will help you. Can you find the phone book in our room?" asked Mrs. Phipps.
"Yes, it's right beside the phone.[use a comma instead of the period]" he answered.
"Great! Let's start with your grandma's name. Can you write it down for me?" she asked Phil.
"Yes," answered Phil. "Her name is Grandma Betty." He wrote B-E-T-T-Y.
"I need to know her last name too, Phil," said Mrs. Phipps.
"Oh, that's easy. It's the same as mine. Her last name is Fife. My grandma's name is Betty Fife," answered Phil.
"Good job, Phil! Now Phil, do you know your alphabet?"
Phil's rolled his eyes to the left, and then he started to sing the alphabet song under his breath. "Yes, I know the
alphabet," he answered.
"You're on a roll, Phil! Now, let's look in the white pages of the phone book. The white pages are where you
will find the names of everyone who has a listed phone number. The white pages are where you will find your
grandmother's phone number. The names are listed in alphabetical order. Do you know what that means, Phil?"
"A,B,C order," answered Phil. Then he started thumbing through the white pages. He began singing the
alphabet song under his breath again. Mrs. Phipps looked at Phil and asked, "What letter are you looking for?"
"I'm looking for the letter 'B' for Betty. I do not see a Betty in the list," he said.
"That's because you need to look up her last name. The phone book is arranged in alphabetical order according
to people's last name. What letter does her last name start with?" asked Mrs. Phipps.
"The letter 'F'; her last name is Fife, just like mine," answered Phil. He turned the pages until he found the
letter F. He began looking at the long list. "This is too hard, Mrs. Phipps. The list is too long. See, it goes on for
five pages," complained Phil.
"We're almost there," said Mrs. Phipps. "Don't give up yet, Phil. Look at the top of the page. What names do
you see at the top?" she asked.
"Farm and federal," answered Phil.
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"What is the second letter in the name Fife?" asked Mrs. Phipps.
"F-i," spelled Phil.
"Let's look for the letters f-i," suggested Mrs. Phipps.

Phil looked at the names at the top of the page. "Ferry-Finch," said Phil out loud. "This must be the page; right,
Mrs. Phipps?" asked Phil.
"You're right, Phil. Now look down the columns and see if you can find your grandmother's name. It would be
listed as: Fife, Betty, or Fife, B. Sometimes people use their initials instead of their first name."
Phil slowly ran his finger down the list of names. Finally he stopped. "Here it is!" he shouted. "I found it! It
says: Fife, B. and her number is 574-3321."
"You did it, Phil!" exclaimed Mrs. Phipps. "Write it down so you won't lose it. And now Phil, you know how
to find your grandmother's number any time you need it."
"Yes," answered Phil. "I'm feeling hungry already. I'd better call my grandma and see if she can bring my
lunch money."
Phil made the phone call, and his grandmother brought his lunch money. Phil was proud of himself for finding
his grandmother's number in the phone book. Mrs. Phipps and his grandmother were proud of Phil, too.
Phil Uses the Phone Book

Questions
1. Why does Phil need to call his grandmother?
A. Phil forgot his lunch money, and he needs it for lunch.
B. Phil forgot his jacket and needs it for recess.
C. Phil forgot he needs a ride after school.
2. Why can't Phil call his grandmother?
A. Phil does not know his grandmother's name.
B. Phil does not know the alphabet.
C. Phil does not know his grandmother's phone number.
3. How are the names arranged in a phone book?
A. Names are arranged by phone numbers.
B. Names are arranged alphabetically.
C. Names are arranged longest to shortest.
4. How are names listed in a phone book?
A. Listings have last name, then first name or initial
B. Listings have first names only
C. Listings have first and last names
5. What should you do when you find the number you are looking for?
A. Tell your grandmother you found it.
B. Try to remember the phone number.
C. Write down the number when you find it.
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Onions, Onions, Onions
By Jody Williams
How do you feel about onions? Some people think they smell bad.
They make some people cry. Most kids do not like onions. Some do.
Kids in Switzerland celebrate onions. Switzerland is a country in
Europe. They have a festival just for onions. It is called Zibelemarit.
That means "Onion Market."
In 1405 there was a fire. It was in Bern, Switzerland. The fire
burned the city. Farmers helped to rebuild it. The city leaders were
happy. They wanted to help the farmers. They set up a market in the
city. The farmers brought things to sell. Most of them brought onions.
The Onion Market had started.
There are railroads in Bern. The railroads helped the farmers.
Farmers could use the railroads to bring their things to the market. This is still true today. Visitors can also ride
the train to get there.
During the Onion Market, there is a parade. People can eat things made with onions. They can buy onion crafts.
There are sculptures made of onions. People dress up to look like onions. There is a confetti battle. Confetti is
little bits of paper. It is usually colorful. Many shops sell confetti. People buy it just for the battle. The party goes
into the night.
The Onion Market is popular. It happens once each year. It is held on the fourth Monday in November. It has
been going on for hundreds of years. People look forward to celebrating. Visitors from all over the world go to
Switzerland. They go just to celebrate the onion!
Onions, Onions, Onions

Questions
1. Where is Switzerland?
A. Europe
B. United States
C. South America
D. Africa
2. What is the festival for onions called?

3. What happened in Bern, Switzerland in 1405?
A. There was a storm.
B. There was a fire.
C. There was a flood.
D. There was a war.
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4. What group of people helped rebuild the city?
A. doctors
B. women
C. farmers
D. men
5. How did the city leaders say thank you for the help?

6. How are the railroads helpful during the Onion Market?

7. What takes place during the Onion Market?
A. a parade
B. foods
C. art and crafts
D. costumes
E. all of the above
8. What is confetti?

9. What do people do with confetti during the festival?
A. swim in it
B. burn it
C. throw it
D. eat it
10. The Onion Market is on the fourth Monday in November each year.
A. true
B. false
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Grandpa's Farm
By Mary L. Bushong
Jim opened his eyes and was startled for a moment. This was not his
bedroom! Then he remembered. His family had arrived at his
grandparents' home late last night. He bounced out of bed and looked
out the upstairs window which looked out over the sun-warmed farm
yard. Jim loved being on his grandparents' farm. He wished he could
be here more often. Then he remembered the reason for the visit.
Grandpa Ruger was sick.
Grandma gave Jim a big hug when he went downstairs for breakfast.
"I'm so glad you were able to come and visit us," she said. "We have
missed you. Sit down while I get your breakfast."
Grandpa was already up and working outside in the equipment shed
when Jim stepped outside. He followed the sounds of clinking and clanking to where the older man worked on
one of the machines.
"Good morning, Grandpa!" said Jim.
"Hello, yourself!" said Grandpa as he reached out to shake Jim's hand. "It's good to see you. Is everyone else
up?"
Jim shook his head. "I think Mom and Dad are still asleep."
"That's understandable. It's a long drive to make in one day," said Grandpa.
Jim looked at his grandfather. Dad must be wrong. Grandpa didn't look or act sick. That thought made him
feel a little better. He stared back into the darkened corner of the building. "Is that a tractor back there?" he
pointed.
Grandpa smiled. "Yes, it is. My father bought it when he began farming this place in 1928. I was about your
age when he died. My four brothers and I farmed in his place for years afterward to keep the family together.
They were tough years but good. That is only partly why this place is special to me. Let me show you
something."
Grandpa led the way from the equipment shed to the large barn that stood nearby. "Your father grew up here.
When he was about your age, he thought it would be fun to swing from one side of the hay mow to the other."
"What happened?" asked Jim.
"The rope wasn't quite long enough, and he couldn't quite reach the other side. He ended up getting stuck in
the middle, shouting for help," laughed Grandpa.
Jim laughed. He could almost see the scene in his mind's eye as he looked toward the roof. Grandpa told him
other stories, and time raced by. Jim was startled when he heard his father laugh behind them.
"I had forgotten all about that pig story," said Dad with a big smile. He reached out to hug his father. "Good
to see you, Dad. Have you been filling Jim's mind with all the silly things I did as a boy?"
"Of course," said Grandpa with a grin. "Isn't that the duty of every grandparent?" They all laughed together.
Later that day, Jim and his dad were sitting on the front porch, enjoying a cool drink. Jim remarked that
Grandpa did not look sick. If he was sick, why was he working?
"No, he doesn't look sick," said Dad. "But you must remember that your grandfather has known nothing but
work his whole life. He's happy when he has something to do. He used to even find little things to do on Father's
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Day when all the other dads were enjoying themselves. I learned how to work hard from him, but he also
allowed me to learn to enjoy relaxing. He never had that opportunity. I used to get tired of hearing him say, 'let's
get back to work, a farm doesn't run itself,' but we would talk about all kinds of things while we worked together."
"I guess he was a pretty good dad, then?" asked Jim.
Dad looked over at Jim and smiled. "He is a good dad. I learned a lot from him and wanted you to get to
know him a little better while you still could. That's what is making this Father's Day so special. It might be our
last chance to celebrate with him." Dad drank the last of his lemonade. Then he winked at Jim. "Hurry up.
We've got work to do. A farm doesn't run itself!"
Grandpa's Farm

Questions
1. Why was Jim startled when he woke up in his grandparents' house?

2. Which of these is not true? Jim's father was playing in the barn and he:
A. fell and broke his leg
B. decided to swing on a rope
C. got stuck in the middle
D. wanted to swing from one mow to the other
3. Jim's dad heard Grandpa telling Jim stories about:
A. what Grandpa did as a boy
B. the farm dog
C. farming in 1928
D. Jim's dad when he was young
4. What were the two reasons for Jim's family's visit to his grandparents?

5. Why did Grandpa tell Jim stories about his dad?
A. to make his father look silly
B. so they could laugh at Jim's dad
C. so Jim would understand his father better
D. to share good memories that Jim's dad might have forgotten
E. both (c) and (d)
6. Why do you think Jim's dad said, "A farm doesn't run itself," when he used to hate hearing it?
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