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Keeping Your Job
By Patti Hutchison
People say, "Attitude is everything." This is especially true if you
want to keep your job. Employers want workers who are responsible
and have a positive attitude. Here are some tips to help you keep the
job you like.
Be a responsible worker. Always get to work on time. Do not waste
company time or money. Continue to try to find better ways to do your
job.
Sometimes you might be asked to do something that is not part of
your job. Do it anyway, the very best you can. Listen to your boss and
follow directions. If you make a mistake, take responsibility for it. Do
not make excuses or blame others.
Never show a negative side. Always be positive toward your fellow
workers, your boss, and your company. Do not gossip. Try to get along
with everyone. If you disagree with someone, try to settle it peacefully.
Be a good listener. This will help you to communicate with others. You must be a team player to do your best
at work. It is easier to get along with someone if you listen and try to understand his or her point of view. Show
respect to your fellow workers and supervisors.
Always be willing to learn new skills. If you have extra time, ask other workers how to do different tasks.
Your company might offer workshops that will teach you new skills. Always go to them when you can. You
might also want to sign up for classes in your community. Your boss will be pleased that you are so willing to
learn. You might even get a promotion!
Try your hardest to meet any deadlines that are given to you. A deadline is the latest time something must be
finished. Meeting deadlines makes the whole company more efficient. If you find you cannot meet a deadline, let
your supervisor know. Ask for help to get the job done on time.
No matter how many people you work with, you are part of a team. Show that you are a valuable member.
Listen to others. Respect their opinions.
Know that each person brings different skills to the team. One person might be better than you at some things.
You might be better than others at something else. If you work together, each of you can use your skills to get the
whole job done right.
Working together means sharing tasks. Make sure you always do your share of the work. Take pride in your
work. It will show when the job is done.
You might have to make some hard decisions. First, make sure you understand the situation. Identify the
decision you need to make. Write down all the choices you have. Cross out any that you do not believe in. Think
about the choices that are left. Select the action that is best for you.
Even if you follow all this advice, you might still lose your job one day. Your company business might slow
down or close completely. No one wants to think about this happening. But if it does, it is important to stay
positive. Do not be upset or angry. Use your energy to find a new job.
Think of all the skills you learned by doing your job. These are new skills you can add to your resume. While
you are waiting for another job to come along, you may be able to do temporary work. There are many agencies
that hire temporary employees. They fill in for people who are on vacation or sick leave.
Always try to do your best at work. Be positive toward the company and your fellow workers. Do what is
expected of you, and sometimes try to do a little extra. This attitude will help you keep your job for years to come.
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Questions
1. If you always come to work on time, don't waste company time, and find ways to do your job better, you
are showing ______.
A. a bad attitude
B. responsibility
2. If your boss asks you to do something that is not part of your job, you should ______.
A. ignore him
B. do what he or she asks
3. What should you do if you disagree with someone at work?

4. The latest time something can be finished is called a ______.
A. timeline
B. deadline
5. If you lose your job because the company closes, you should ______.
A. be upset and angry
B. try to be positive and look for a new job
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Slurp!
By Colleen Messina
I am sometimes used during a meal or a snack. You use me to drink
different fluids. Sometimes, you drink milk with me. Sometimes, you
drink soda pop with me. I can carry juice, water, or lemonade inside me,
too. Helping you drink fluids is my specialty! If the liquid runs out in the
bottom of the cup, there is sometimes a loud, funny slurping sound. I am
often made out of plastic. I come in many colors. I can even be striped! I
am often straight, but if I twist and turn or have loops, I am called
"crazy." My name is the same as yellow, stiff, straight stuff that is used
as bedding in horses' stalls. What am I?

Slurp!

Questions
1. The phrase "stiff, straight stuff" is an example of which of the following?
A. alliteration
B. simile
C. synonym
D. metaphor
2. Slurping up ______ is this object's specialty.
A. fluids
B. dust
C. dirt
D. none of the above
3. This object is never described as "crazy."
A. true
B. false
4. What is described in this paragraph?
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The U.S.S. Arizona Memorial
By Erin Horner
Caption: Inside the Arizona Memorial. The inscription reads: "TO
THE MEMORY OF THE GALLANT MEN HERE ENTOMBED AND
THEIR SHIPMATES WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN ACTION ON
DECEMBER 7, 1941, ON THE U.S.S. ARIZONA"
On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked the United States at Pearl
Harbor. Their two hour attack left more than two thousand people dead
and destroyed many planes and battleships. One battleship, the U.S.S.
Arizona, and its crew suffered terribly during the raid. Bombs dropped
on the ship caused it to sink and killed 1,177 sailors. To this day, oil
continues to leak from her silent skeleton. In 1961, a memorial was
built over the top of the sunken ship. Now, more than one million
visitors each year come to read the names of those who were aboard the Arizona and lost their lives on that
December day. Many choose to leave flowers or leis in remembrance of those who died. The U.S.S. Arizona
Memorial is a sobering site. The American flag is proudly displayed above the memorial. It flies from a pole
attached to the broken main mast of the battleship. It is a symbolic reminder; it reminds those visiting the
memorial that our nation is still strong and united even after a tragedy as terrible as the attack on Pearl Harbor.
The U.S.S. Arizona Memorial

Questions
1. What can visitors do at the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial?

2. Which of the following is a synonym for sobering?
A. happy
B. unimportant
C. serious
D. light
3. When was the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial built?
A. 2001
B. 2011
C. 1961
D. 1941
4. What is the tone of this passage?
A. carefree
B. humorous
C. serious
D. scary

ZRUGURRW GH FDQPHDQ GRZQRUIURP
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1 in.
Calculate the volume of each shape that was made from cube blocks. The volume of one block is 1 cubic inch.

28 in. 3

edhelper.com

7KLUG*UDGH5HDGLQJ&RPSUHKHQVLRQDQG0DWK

edHelper

Name:

$PDJLFLDQLVFRPLQJWR0RXQWDLQ
6SULQJV(OHPHQWDU\6FKRRO+HZLOOGR
PDJLFWULFNVIRUWKHILUVWDQGVHFRQG
JUDGHVWXGHQWV7KHUHDUHJLUOVLQ
WKHILUVWJUDGHDQGJLUOVLQWKH
VHFRQGJUDGH7KHUHDUHER\VLQ
WKHILUVWJUDGHDQGER\VLQWKH
VHFRQGJUDGH+RZPDQ\ILUVWDQG
VHFRQGJUDGHVWXGHQWVDUHWKHUHLQ
DOO"

2QWKHILUVWGD\RIZLQWHU$QQDPDGH
FRRNLHV6KHPDGHIRUW\WZR
FKRFRODWHFKLSFRRNLHV6KHJDYH
HLJKWFRRNLHVWRKHUOLWWOHEURWKHU6KH
JDYHVL[FRRNLHVWRKHUVLVWHU6KH
JDYHVL[FRRNLHVWRKHUPRWKHU6KH
JDYHILYHFRRNLHVWRKHUIDWKHU+RZ
PDQ\FRRNLHVGLGVKHKDYHOHIW"



:ULWHWKLVQXPEHU
WKRXVDQGVKXQGUHGV



2XUFODVVPDGH7KDQN
<RXFDUGVIRURXU
PDLOPHQ7KHUHDUH
FKLOGUHQLQRXUFODVV
(DFKFKLOGXVHGWZR
VKHHWVRISDSHUWR
PDNHDFDUG+RZ
PDQ\VKHHWVRISDSHU
GLGRXUFODVVXVHLQDOO"

-HQQDVDYHGFHQWV
WREX\DFDUGIRU
0LFNH\0RXVH6KH
QHHGVFHQWVPRUH
+RZPXFKGRHVWKH
FDUGFRVW"

+XQWHU VZHLJKWLV
RXQFHVPRUHWKDQ
PLQH0\ZHLJKWLV
SRXQGVPRUHWKDQP\
EURWKHU VZHLJKW0\
EURWKHUZHLJKV
SRXQGV:KDWLV
+XQWHU VZHLJKW"






5RXQGWRWKHQHDUHVW

 
 
edhelper.com

7KLUG*UDGH5HDGLQJ&RPSUHKHQVLRQDQG0DWK

edHelper

Name:
(PPDLVDWWKHPRYLHWKHDWHU%XWVKHLVQRWVHHLQJDPRYLH\HW6KHLVZDLWLQJIRU
SRSFRUQ
(PPDLVUGLQOLQH6KHORRNHGEHKLQGDQGVDZSHRSOHZDLWLQJ
+RZPDQ\SHRSOHDUHLQOLQH"'UDZDSLFWXUHDQGVKRZZKHUHVKHLVLQWKHOLQH

(PPDWKLQNVLWWDNHVDERXWPLQXWHVWRVHUYHHDFKSHUVRQ
+RZPDQ\SHRSOHDUHLQIURQWRIKHUDJDLQ"
7KHQKRZORQJZLOOVKHKDYHWRZDLWXQWLOLWLVKHUWXUQ"

edhelper.com

7KLUG*UDGH5HDGLQJ&RPSUHKHQVLRQDQG0DWK

edHelper

Name:

Rabbits & Hares
If we take a stroll in a park at dusk, we can often spot a rabbit nibbling grasses or
tree bark. We'd like to get nearer for a good look at this furry animal. But its long ears
pick up the sound of our footsteps. It quickly hops across the green field and
disappears into the twilight.
We often call a rabbit a hare or a hare a rabbit. But there are some noticeable
distinctions between these two look-alike animals. The easiest way to tell a rabbit
from a hare is to see its newborns. Baby rabbits are born hairless, blind, and
completely helpless. Baby hares have furry coats. Their eyes are wide open, and they
can hop around soon after birth.
To tell the difference between an adult rabbit and an adult hare, you may have to run after the animal to see
where it lives. Rabbits dig holes and live in burrows under the ground. Hares build their nests above the ground.
Rabbits like to live in large groups. Hares tend to be loners. Usually hares are bigger and move faster than rabbits.
Rabbits and hares are highly adaptable animals. They are found in all sorts of environments and all over the
world. They can survive in extremely cold places (such as Arctic hares). They also live in extremely hot places
(such as black-tailed jackrabbit). Some live in high altitude places (such as volcano rabbits). Most live in
grasslands (such as European rabbits).
Despite their cute appearance, rabbits and hares are often considered pests. That's because they destroy crops
and gardens. To make matters worse, rabbits and hares are very prolific breeders. Both female rabbits and hares
give birth to several litters a year. Each litter has three to eight young. A female European rabbit can have babies
when she is just three months old! So, if there are rabbits running loose in your farmland, you may soon find
yourself in very big trouble! This is no exaggeration. That is exactly what happened in Australia!
In 1859, a farmer named Thomas Austin brought twenty-four European rabbits from England and released
them on his farmland in southern Victoria, Australia. A decade later, the twenty-four rabbits had multiplied into
millions! The Australian government has invested lots of energy and money trying to solve the problem. But it
has yet to find a way to rid the country of rabbits.
Rabbits & Hares

Questions
1. "Rabbit" and "hare" refer to the same animal, and these two terms can be used interchangeably.
A. true
B. false
2. What does "prolific" mean in paragraph 5?
A. destructive
B. pests
C. producing a lot of offspring
D. cute and furry
3. Which of the following about rabbits is true?
A. Rabbits are native animals to Australia.
B. Rabbits like to live a solitary life.
C. Baby rabbits have fur at birth.
D. Rabbits are usually smaller than hares.
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4. Which of the following about hares is true?
A. Hares usually live in burrows.
B. Hares give birth to a single young every year.
C. Hares feed on insects.
D. Hares usually run faster than rabbits.
5. From where did Thomas Austin bring rabbits to release them on his farmland in Australia?
A. Austria
B. Germany
C. France
D. England
6. In which of the following biomes can we NOT find rabbits or hares?
A. grasslands
B. mountains
C. deserts
D. none of the above
7. Why do farmers consider rabbits and hares pests?
A. because rabbits and hares carry germs that are harmful to plants
B. because rabbits and hares eat crops
C. because rabbits and hares eat bees that help fertilize crops
D. Farmers welcome rabbits and hares to their fields.
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Seasons at the Poles
By Cindy Grigg
Caption: This time-lapse photo shows the path of the sun over a
three hour time span in Norway.
The South Pole is on the continent of Antarctica. The North Pole is
not on any continent. It is located in the frozen Arctic Ocean.
Seasons in the polar regions are extreme. Winter is several months
of darkness. Summer is several months of daylight. That's why the
Arctic is called "the Land of the Midnight Sun."
Seasons depend on the way the Earth is tilted in relation to the sun,
and the location of the Earth in its orbit around the sun. At the North
Pole, the sun rises on the Spring Equinox. That is about March 21 every year. The sun rises higher in the sky each
day. It reaches its greatest height at the Summer Solstice (about June 21).
All summer, the sun is always above the horizon; it never sets. It circles the North Pole once every day. The
sun is highest in the sky on the Summer Solstice. Then it moves closer to the horizon every day. It finally sets on
the Autumn Equinox, about September 21. The North Pole is then in twilight until early October. At that time,
full darkness sets in for the winter. Darkness lasts until the beginning of dawn, sometime in early March.
At the South Pole, the seasons are just as extreme, but the dates are different. The sun rises on the September
equinox. It sets on the March equinox. Seasons at the poles are really seasons of daylight and darkness.
Seasons at the Poles

Questions
1. The North Pole is on the continent of ______.
A. Antarctica
B. North America
C. Europe
D. none of the above
2. What do seasons depend on?

3. Seasons in the polar regions are the same as they are in North America.
A. false
B. true
4. Which statement is true about the sun during the summer at the North Pole?
A. It circles the North Pole once every day.
B. It never sets.
C. It is always above the horizon.
D. all of the above
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5. What can we infer about the sun during the summer at the South Pole?
A. It circles the South Pole once every day.
B. It never rises.
C. It is always below the horizon.
D. all of the above
6. The author's main purpose for writing this story was to ______.
A. persuade readers that seasons are the same all over the world
B. inform readers with facts
C. express the writer's feelings about the polar regions
D. entertain readers with weird stories about the polar regions
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That's Life, Charlie Brown - The Story of Charles Schulz
By Toni Lee Robinson
Who is your favorite cartoon character? Is it Mickey? Maybe Garfield?
Perhaps, like many people, you like Snoopy best. The Peanuts comic strip is
loved the world over. Charlie Brown and the gang were "inked" to life more
than sixty years ago. Who would have guessed that the kid with the round, bald
head would be so famous?
Charles Schulz sketched much of himself into Charlie Brown. Charlie just
never wins in the game of life. The ball always slips through his glove. His
kites get eaten by trees. "Good grief!" he sighs. Charlie's shy insecurity came
straight from the heart of his creator.
Schulz was raised in an everyday sort of family. His father was a barber, just
like Charlie Brown's dad. When Charles was born in 1922, an uncle dubbed
him "Sparky." It was short for "Spark Plug," the name of a cartoon horse.
Maybe being named after a cartoon helped set the path for Charles's future career!
The boy loved cartoons. He showed an early talent for drawing. "Someday, Charles, you are going to be an
artist," his kindergarten teacher said. The young artist did well in his Minneapolis school. In fact, he skipped
ahead two grades. In high school, Charles took art lessons by mail.
When he was only fifteen, one of Charles's drawings was published. It was a sketch of Spike, his black and
white dog. A few years later, another dog would emerge from Schulz's pen. The quirky beagle and his dog house
would become world famous. The beloved Snoopy is a little like the real-life Spike.
Shortly after Charles finished school, the U.S. Army tapped Charles on the shoulder. He was called to serve in
World War II. While he was in boot camp, Charles's mother died of cancer. It was a difficult time for the young
man. After training, Charles was stationed in Europe. He felt lonely and very far from home.
After the war, Schulz found a job. He taught art at the same school from which he had taken lessons. Some
things didn't go so well, though. The girl he hoped to marry chose another man. It was a Charlie Brown kind of
experience. Later, it became part of Schulz's art. The woman was the model for "the little red-haired girl" who
often makes Charlie Brown blush.
Charles's comic strip Li'l Folks sold to a local newspaper. The cartoon was an early version of the Peanuts
gang. In a couple of years, Charles's comics were bought by United Features Syndicate. (This big company buys
articles and cartoons. It then sells them to papers worldwide.) The Li'l Folks were about to join the big leagues.
There was one small snag. United Features wanted to change the name of the strip. Schulz didn't like the
change, but the deal was already done. Charlie Brown, Snoopy, and the rest became known to the world as
Peanuts. They were an instant hit. The next few years were a whirlwind of success. Charles married and started a
family. Five children later, the family moved to California.
By 1960, Peanuts came out daily in over 400 papers around the world. Books like Happiness is a Warm
Puppy were selling well. The characters also showed up in TV ads. They even became stuffed toys. A Charlie
Brown Christmas, a cartoon movie, won an Emmy and other honors. The musical play You're a Good Man,
Charlie Brown was hugely popular. Everything Schulz created seemed to be a "home run."
Awards piled up on Charles's shelves. In 1996, Charles was given a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame,
right next to Walt Disney's. The Peanuts strip had run for close to 50 years. It appeared in over 2,600 papers! At
74, Schulz looked forward to several more years of the work he loved.
It was not to be. Severe health problems arose. Charles was unable to work. He was forced to retire in
December 1999. On February 12, 2000, Charles Schulz died. The next day, newspapers carried the last comic
strip he had done.
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In his will, Schulz asked that no new Peanuts strips be drawn after his death. He wanted Charlie and the others to
stay just as he had created them. Even as reruns, the strips are widely read. Charlie, Snoopy, Lucy, and Linus are
a part of our lives. The world still loves the Peanuts gang.
That's Life, Charlie Brown - The Story of Charles Schulz

Questions
1. How was the cartoon character Charlie Brown like the man who created him?

2. If someone is insecure, he or she:
A. can't sing very well
B. is not very smart
C. is very proud of him/herself
D. has lots of self-doubt
3. Until Charles Schulz took an art course in high school, no one knew he was good at drawing.
A. false
B. true
4. When he was young, Schulz prepared for his career by:
A. being the class clown
B. studying art and practicing drawing
C. working at a dog kennel
D. going to Hollywood to become famous
5. The name of Charles's comic strip was changed to Peanuts when:
A. A fan suggested the new name to Schulz and he liked it.
B. Schulz decided the comic needed a better name.
C. United Features Syndicate bought the strip and wanted the name changed.
D. A newspaper type setter got the name mixed up.
6. In which form have Charles Schulz's characters not appeared?
A. a musical play
B. an opera
C. toys
D. books
7. Why do you think the Peanuts characters are so well-loved? Which one do you like best?

edhelper.com

7KLUG*UDGH5HDGLQJ&RPSUHKHQVLRQDQG0DWK

edHelper

Name:
'DYLGZDQWHGWREX\DSHDQXWEXWWHUDQG
MHOO\VDQGZLFKIRUKLVOXQFK+HKDGDORWRI
FKDQJHLQKLVSRFNHWVEXWKHZDVQ WVXUHKH
KDGHQRXJKWRSD\IRUWKHVDQGZLFK
+HWRRNRXWDOOKLVFKDQJHDQGSXWLWRQWKH
WDEOH+HKDGWKUHHTXDUWHUVVHYHQGLPHV
WHQQLFNHOVDQGILIWHHQSHQQLHV+RZPXFK
PRQH\GLGKHKDYHLQDOO"

,QWKHIRXUWKJUDGHUVDW0RXQWDLQ
6SULQJV(OHPHQWDU\6FKRROSODQWHGPDSOH
WUHHVDURXQGWKHLUVFKRRO:KHQWKHLUOHDYHV
FKDQJHGWRFULPVRQWKLVIDOODQHZJURXSRI
IRXUWKJUDGHUVSODQWHGVRPHHOPWUHHV+RZ
PDQ\\HDUVZDVLWIURPWKHWLPHWKHPDSOH
WUHHVZHUHSODQWHGWRWKHWLPHWKHHOPWUHHV
ZHUHSODQWHG"

6KRZZKDW[ORRNVOLNHE\GUDZLQJDQDUUD\:KDWLVWKHDQVZHU"

6DUDKWRRNKRPHVRPHSLFWXUHVVKHGUHZDWVFKRRO6KHIRXQGWDSHWRSXWWKHSLFWXUHVRQ
WKHZDOOLQKHUURRP(DFKSLFWXUHQHHGHGIRXUSLHFHVRIWDSH6KHXVHGLQFKHVRI
WDSH:RZ7KDW VDORWRIWDSH+RZPDQ\SLFWXUHVGLGVKHSXWXS2KZDLW<RXGRQ W
KDYHHQRXJKLQIRUPDWLRQ(DFKSLHFHRIWDSHZDVLQFKHV
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