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Time for a story. What do you think happened before this picture? Write a few quick ideas 
and random thoughts on the things that happened before.

Use your ideas to put together a story about what happened before. Then, write about 
what is happening in the picture and what happens afterward.

...continue writing on the next page
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Apples
Some apples are sweet, and some are tart.  Usually tart 
apples make better pies.  Draw a picture of yourself making 
an apple pie.

Granny Smith apples are

To make a pie I
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Goal: Write a topic sentence

There are many choices when it comes to buying food for your dog.  Is cheap dog food as 
good as the expensive kind? Does it matter what the ingredients are? What are some points to 
consider when purchasing dog food foryour pet?  Write a paragraph about what to consider 
when shopping for food for your dog.

Follow these steps:
1. Brainstorm a list of five facts that you must consider when purchasing dog food.
2. Think for a moment.  What nutrition do dogs need?  You may have to research this.  To begin, 
write a general statement about the variety of food available for dogs.  This general statement 
will be your topic sentence.
3. Now, support your topic sentence with at least three sentences that provide facts, details, and 
examples.
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Harry the Hamster

Harry the hamster had gotten a little pudgy during the winter.  His owner decided 
to put him on an exercise program.  His goal was to have Harry run in the hamster 
wheel for six full minutes.  Harry starts out by running in the wheel for two minutes 
on day one.  Harry adds two more minutes for each day of his workout.  Fill in this 
chart to show how long his workout is for each day:

Workout Day 1, Number of Minutes = 2 minutes

Workout Day 2, Number of Minutes = 

Workout Day 3, Number of Minutes = 

Workout Day 4, Number of Minutes = 

Challenge # 1

An alien comes to school.  He does not speak English.  Describe a device you invent 
so the alien can talk to everyone.  He is very friendly and smart!

Challenge # 2

Alfred loves the alphabet and always puts his clothes on in alphabetical order.  He 
has to put on pants, socks, a shirt, and a hat.  Write down in alphabetical order what 
Alfred puts on:

Challenge # 3

How many zeroes does the number eight thousand and ten have?
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Running Long Long Long Long Long Long Long Long Long

Rambling Rhoda writes in long, run-on sentences that exhaust her readers.  Can you 
make one of her enormous sentences easier to understand by breaking it up into 
smaller sentences?  She will appreciate your help.  Be sure to add the right 
punctuation to your sentences!

Felicity the famous fish could swim for long distances so one day she decided 
to swim to Australia because she always wanted to meet a kangaroo but 
while she was swimming she got a cramp and had to stop and rest on a lovely 
tropical island where she met the friendliest barnacle she had ever seen and 
they spent many hours hanging out in the tide pools together.

Challenge # 4

Three cats named Pat, Mat, and Nat all wore shirts.  Each shirt had a number on it: 8, 
16, and 17.  Can you figure out which number was on which cat’s shirt?  Write the 
number next to the cat’s name.
Pat’s shirt had a number that was a perfect square on it.
Mat’s shirt had an odd number on it.

Pat = Mat = Nat = 

Challenge # 5

How many zeroes does the number nine thousand and twelve have?
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describing words: sad little baked spoiled
chocolate persistent red

who or what? monkey grapes strawberries
girl reporter apples

did what? are planted screeched shrieked
looked tempting got smeared

where? in the grocery store in the field
in the school lunchroom in the sink

when? at lunchtime for five minutes overnight
all day at dinner just now

Try to write 2 different sentences.  Use some of the ideas from above.

1.

Which ideas did you use in your first sentence?  Circle them.

2.

Which ideas did you use in your second sentence?  Put a square around the ones you used.

Write a sentence about the best book you have ever read.

word root bi can mean two bicycle, bifocals
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Did you know that you don't always have to use the word dirty in your writing?  Try to use different words for an 

overused word like dirty.  It will make your work more fun for others to read.

Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
S Q U A L I D F O U L

T S M U D G E D G R U N G Y
A U N S A N I T A R Y
R I S U S S S I S L I M Y
N M P N U M O M G D D S
I M O S L E R P R I U O
S O T W L A D U I N S O
H R T E I R I R M G T T
E A E P E E D E Y Y Y Y
D L D T D D T A I N T E DWrite the words found.

TAINTED SOOTY

Now rewrite this without using the word dirty.  Add one or two of your own sentences using some of the words 

you found in the word search.

Liam's clothes were very dirty.  They were dirty because he had just finished two hours of baseball practice on the 

muddy field.

My favorite two words to use instead of dirty are:

and

How many words do you think it takes to improve your writing?

Fifty.  That's 50!  There are about 50 overused words we often use in writing and conversations.

When you find yourself repeating, try something different.  It doesn't take much work to sound amazing!
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Uncover the Story Number 1 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Uncover the Story Number 2 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Which story did you decide to uncover?  Check one.

Uncover the Story Number 1 Uncover the Story Number 2

Best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

SECOND best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

Uncover the main character.  Give the main character a name.  Is the main character in the 

picture?
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Try to spell some words.

ose fr ay cho whi se ed arc pp is
erv go or sup ng hi

whipped

Write the hidden word.  Start at one letter and then move either left or right.  Continue in same direction.

a v i

a

to

r

s

u

pe

r ex

i

t

Circle the spelling words.

reallychoosemakepurpletransportationincreasefray

transportationpurpletransparentsupervisorreallyfray

transportationmakemakesupervisorfraychoosereally

9 81 6 18

You ask Rose for the time. 
She says in five minutes it will 
be eight.  Write the time on 
your digital clock:

7
x 1 2

8 + = 10 22 + = 37 5 + = 39 18 + = 32
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Try to spell some words.

ma ne ick ss mf fr ay ip co wh th
or ts go ped ke

go

Circle the spelling words.

aviaryfraytransportationexiletransportreallypurple

reallytransparenttransportationincreasesweaterexile

sweaterabovefraytransparentpurpletransportation

Write the hidden word.  Start at one letter and then move either left or right.  Continue in same direction.

w

h

ipp

e

d

pu

l

l

f

r a

y

gial

goohl

gahl

goal

Round to the nearest hundred.

83,836 is rounded to 

4,112 is rounded to 

33,192 is rounded to 

8 0
+ 4 9

7 42
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