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Time for a story. What do you think happened before this picture? Write a few quick ideas 
and random thoughts on the things that happened before.

Use your ideas to put together a story about what happened before. Then, write about 
what is happening in the picture and what happens afterward.

...continue writing on the next page
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Environment
Part of being a responsible person is to help out in the 
community. One thing everybody can do is pick up 
unwanted trash. Draw pictures of unwanted trash that you 
can help clean up.

When I see someone litter I

I care about

Litter should be
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Goal:  Organize details by using position words

This is a day that you are supposed to bust the winter blahs.  Let's do that by thinking of some 
item you associate with a lazy, hot summer day.  Imagine you are seeing this item for the first 
time.  Write a paragraph describing this item to a reader who has never seen it.  Use clear, 
specific details.  Help the reader keep track of details by using position words such as the 
following:
above, across from, against, alongside of, at the base of, at the left, at the top, at the right, 
below, beneath, beside, close to, down, halfway, midway, near, next to, over, top, under, 
underneath, up, upon.
Now you are ready to describe a summertime item.  Use position words to help the reader 
visualize this item in his/her mind.
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Challenge # 1

Three cats named Pat, Mat, and Nat all wore shirts.  Each shirt had a number on it: 8, 
16, and 17.  Can you figure out which number was on which cat’s shirt?  Write the 
number next to the cat’s name.
Pat’s shirt had a number that was a perfect square on it.
Mat’s shirt had an odd number on it.

Pat = Mat = Nat = 

Challenge # 2

Would you rather have an extra arm and the ability to write more or an extra leg 
and the ability to walk faster?  Why?

Challenge # 3

An alien comes to school.  He does not speak English.  Describe a device you invent 
so the alien can talk to everyone.  He is very friendly and smart!

Challenge # 4

There is an even number between 50 and 60.  The digits add up to 9.  What is the 
number?

Challenge # 5

How many zeroes does the number nine thousand and twelve have?
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Wake Up Your Writing

Spotty was a BOSSY fish in the aquarium.  He was BIG.  He had BEAUTIFUL 
spots.  The other fish COMPLAINED about Spotty.  Spotty HESITANTLY began 
to be nicer.  Then the fish were not SAD any more.

1.  The words in big capital letters are weary words.  Rewrite the paragraph using 
different ones.
2.  Insert an adjective in front of the word “fish” in the last sentence of the 
paragraph.
3.  Add a sentence at the end of the paragraph about how the aquarium changed 
when Spotty became less bossy.

Challenge # 6

How many zeroes does the number eight thousand and ten have?
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describing words: fat creative hopping
large grumpy pink

who or what? bus driver rabbit growl
alligator city cat

did what? thrilled her sat cooked
growled moved drove

where? next door in Spanish class in the kitchen
on the floor by my feet in class

when? at rush hour last night after the game
today just now last winter

How many sentences can you write?  Use some of the ideas from above.

If you could change one school rule, which one would you change and why?

Rewrite the adjective as an adverb.
helpful

word root ad can mean near or to admission, admit
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Did you know that you don't always have to use the word small in your writing?  Try to use different words for 

an overused word like small.  It will make your work more fun for others to read.

Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
N A R R O W D D W A R F I S H

M I L M E A G E R
I M I M L
N I M M I E
I N I I T N S
S U T N I U S
C T E O N T E
U I D R Y E R
L V T R I F L I N G
E E L I T T L EWrite the words found.

LITTLE TRIFLING

LESSER DIMINUTIVE

MEAGER MINISCULE

MINUTE

Now rewrite this without using the word small.  Add one or two of your own sentences using some of the words 

you found in the word search.

When we got our new puppy, I only made one small mistake. I shouldn't have given him an old shoe to play with 

because now he chews up all my shoes!

My favorite two words to use instead of small are:

and

How many words do you think it takes to improve your writing?

Fifty.  That's 50!  There are about 50 overused words we often use in writing and conversations.

When you find yourself repeating, try something different.  It doesn't take much work to sound amazing!
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Uncover the Story Number 1 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Uncover the Story Number 2 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Which story did you decide to uncover?  Check one.

Uncover the Story Number 1 Uncover the Story Number 2

Best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

SECOND best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

Uncover the main character.  Give the main character a name.  Is the main character in the 

picture?
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LACKS ROUGHEST SECURITY REALITY SLIPPERY OYSTER
TOUGH OWL ZEBRA LAX

Write each word into the puzzle.

U
E O

I U
P W
P I X

R

E

These two clocks should show the SAME time.
write minutes draw hour hand

02 3
4

567
8
9
10

11 12 1
2

glave

glovi

glove

glov

maill

mial

mail

mai

9 9
+ 2 3

word root per can mean through or very perennial
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