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Your Local Public School
By Phyllis Naegeli

Do you know how your school works? Where does the money come 
from to run the school? Who pays the water bill? What does your teacher do?
How about the principal? Your school is a wonderful place. Many people 
work hard so you can have a good education. All of these people are paid 
for doing their jobs.

It is expensive to run a school. During the school year of 2007-2008, it 
cost approximately $10,300 per student for a public education. That adds up 
fast! For example, if there are 20 children in your class, it costs $206,000 
per year just to run your classroom. How many kids are in your school? 
How many schools are in your town? Where does all this money come from?

You may hear your parents talk about taxes. Taxes are a hard subject for 
many people. Cities and towns collect money from people who live there. A 
large amount of these local taxes goes to run the schools in the city or town 
where you live. It pays your teacher's salary. It pays for books, supplies, and 
heat. It pays for improvements to your school building. And it pays for sports, gym, art, and music.

Local taxes aren't the only way schools get the money they need. The government in Washington, D. C., gives 
federal tax money to some schools, too. These funds usually come with requirements. For example, President 
Bush signed into law the No Child Left Behind Act in 2002. Schools that use the money from this program must 
show that children are learning. They do this through setting goals and testing students.

Your teacher works hard to educate you. There is a lot to do to help you learn to read, write, add, and subtract. 
Then there's division, writing, history, and science to teach, too. Whew! You think you have a lot of work to do! 
Your teacher has to know about all these subjects. It took a long time for your teacher to become an educator. His 
or her goal is to help you succeed in school.

Teachers usually belong to local education associations. These associations provide teachers with support and 
training to improve your education. They also work with local school boards to make sure teachers are paid 
properly. School boards are made up of people who are elected to make decisions about your school. They decide 
on a budget for schools - how much money is needed and how much can be spent. They decide what programs 
and curriculum your school will have. They also decide policies for attendance, discipline, and grading.

Your principal is in charge of the school. He or she works with teachers to help them do their job. Principals 
also work with parents to help solve problems that come up. They meet with town and city officials about your 
school. And, they make sure that programs and policies are followed.

Many other people work at your school. You probably have an art teacher, a music teacher, and a gym teacher. 
Sometimes when schools don't have enough money, these are the first subjects to be cut from your school. There 
are janitors, lunchroom workers, teacher-aides, secretaries, and maybe even a vice-principal. Each of these people 
has a special job in your school.

Most schools have a special education teacher. Special education teachers are amazing people. Many children 
have trouble learning. This doesn't mean they aren't smart. It just means they learn differently from most children. 
Special ed teachers have to learn other ways to help these children learn to read, write, and do math.

Do you like gym class? What about sports? Your gym teacher and coaches are a part of your school. They are 
an asset to your education. Learning to read and write must come first, but it's also important to exercise. Playing 
games in gym or joining a sports team gives you the chance to learn teamwork, sportsmanship, and give your 
body the physical exercise it needs.

There's a lot that goes into your education. You will spend at least twelve years learning. Many people are 
there to help you along the way. Many others support you through taxes. All of them want to help give you the 
best education possible.
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Your Local Public School

Questions

1. Where do schools get most of the money they need to operate? 

A. from local taxes
B. from tuition
C. educational associations
D. the federal government

2. What do schools have to do when they receive money from the federal government? 

A. give it to the town
B. nothing
C. spend it all
D. fulfill requirements

3. What is your teacher's goal? 

A. to help you succeed in school
B. to teach you art
C. to learn your name
D. to belong to the NEA

4. Which students do special education teachers help? 

A. students who are younger than others are
B. students who are late for school
C. students who are new to your school
D. students who have trouble learning

5. About how much does it cost for your education each year? 

A. $103,000
B. $7,000
C. $10,300
D. $750

6. Which of the following things would a principal not do? 

A. work with parents on problems that come up
B. meet with town officials about your school
C. make sure programs and policies are followed
D. decide how much to pay teachers

7. How do people get to be on the school board (board of education)? 

A. They are hired by the NEA.
B. They are elected by the citizens.
C. They are elected by the kids.
D. They are elected by Congress.

8. Which of the following things would the school board do? 

A. pay for your education
B. teach classes
C. work in the lunchroom
D. decide on school policies

word root intro can mean into introvert, introduce
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Ms. Miller had $90 to spend on children's 
books for the library. If books cost $9.40 
each, how many books could she buy and 
still have $10 left over?

Eric spent $13.15 on TV dinners. The dinners 
cost $2.63 each. How many TV dinners did 
Eric buy?

Megan drew three squares side-by-side.  Each square has the same perimeter of 16 

centimeters.  What is the perimeter of the larger rectangle created by the three squares?

Emma drew a square with an area of 8 square centimeters.  Connor drew a square with 

an area of 14 square centimeters.  How much bigger is the perimeter of the square that 

Connor drew than the perimeter of the square that Emma drew?

word root uni can mean one uniform, unilateral, unison
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I am the largest whole number that rounds to 250 when rounding to the nearest ten.

Use any of these digits.  Cross off a digit after you use it.

1 2 7 6 5 9 4 3 9
Write the largest 4-digit number that you can with 5 in the hundreds place.

Find a clock.  What time is it 
right now?

double 80 2 more than 742
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This puzzle has a large number in the middle, which is the sum of the four numbers that surround it.

Sample:
32.2
is the sum

2.2 20

4.6

5.4

39.4
is the sum

4.6

5.4

9.4

28
is the sum

2.2

1.2

20

Example:
2.2 + 20 + 4.6 + 5.4 = 32.2

Example:
4.6 + 2.2 + 1.2 + 20 = 28

Fill in the missing numbers.  How?  The sum of the four surrounding numbers is in the center of each square.
Exactly one of the four numbers has to be one of these numbers: 15, 28, or 20.
The other three numbers have to all be DIFFERENT and must be from these: 4.6, 7.2, 
9.4, 2.2, 1.2, 5.4, or 3.8.

42.82.2 28

5.4

7.2

46.8 2.2

less than 15

9.4

7.2

30.6
even

even

3.8

32.8
even

1.2

9.4

42.8
even odd

greater than 9.4

odd

either 15 or 5.4

32.8
less than 15 either 15 or 1.2

greater than 2.2

22.2
either 15 or 1.2 either 1.2 or 28

either 28 or 2.2

42
either 2.2 or 15 even

greater than 9.4

7.2

27.2
even

either 15 or 5.4

either 3.8 or 5.4

greater than 1.2 less than 3.8

greater than 2.2

15

less than 3.8 greater than 5.4

odd

4.6
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Fill in the missing numbers.  How?  The sum of the four surrounding numbers is in the center of each square.
Exactly one of the four numbers has to be one of these numbers: 20, 23, or 28.
The other three numbers have to all be DIFFERENT and must be from these: 6.4, 5.2, 
8.6, 3.2, 0.6, 4.2, or 9.4.

38.85.2 20

4.2

9.4

31.2
even

0.6

greater than 4.2

4.2

41.6
even

23

9.4

8.6

32

3.2

0.6

4120

less than 20

less than 23

39.2
less than 20 greater than 20

even

47.2
greater than 20 even

either 23 or 6.4

31
even

23

42.86.4

even

less than 23

greater than 0.6

36
even less than 9.4

even

either 3.2 or 28

42.2
less than 9.4 either 8.6 or 23

either 23 or 6.4

44
either 8.6 or 23 even

either 3.2 or 9.4

36.8
less than 6.4 either 8.6 or 23

greater than 0.6

either 20 or 6.4

37.8
either 8.6 or 23 even

either 3.2 or 28

odd

43.2
even even

greater than 3.2

even odd

less than 28

43.6
either 23 or 0.6 greater than 4.2

either 20 or 6.4

37
greater than 4.2

odd

odd

less than 23 either 6.4 or 9.4

less than 6.4

greater than 5.2

either 6.4 or 9.4 less than 6.4

even

greater than 0.6
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Stingrays
By Brandi Waters

Even though they may not look like it, stingrays are a kind of fish. 
They have smooth, flat bodies. They have long, sharp tails. A stingray's 
flat body lets it burrow under the sand at the bottom of the ocean. It can 
hide and stay safe from danger. Its long, sharp tail helps the stingray 
defend itself. A stingray's body does not have bones. Its body is 
supported by cartilage. Cartilage is a hard, flexible material. People 
have cartilage in the tip of their noses.

Stingrays have two wide, triangular fins on either side of their 
bodies. They use their fins to move around. Some stingrays move their 
fins in waves. Their fins ripple as they glide through the water. Other 
stingrays flap their fins, just like a bird would flap its wings. Stingrays have eyes on top of their bodies. This 
helps them to see when they are moving through the water. Scientists do not think that stingrays use their eyes to 
hunt for food. A stingray uses special sensors on the bottom side of its body to find food. The sensors detect 
electrical charges given off by living things. A stingray's mouth, nose, and gills are also on the bottom side of its 
body.

Stingrays can be very large. Some can grow up to 6.5 feet long and may weigh as much as 790 pounds! 
Stingrays can be found in shallow water that is close to the shore. Stingrays only live in warm parts of the world. 
Stingrays eat crabs, shrimp, oysters, and mussels. These animals all have hard skeletons or shells to protect them. 
Stingrays use their strong jaws to crush the shells and skeletons of their prey. This is amazing for an animal that 
has no bones!
     

Stingrays

Questions

1. Stingrays ______. 

A. use its eyes to hunt for food
B. eat algae
C. are a kind of fish
D. have only one bone in their body

2. A stingray uses its tail to ______. 

A. catch its prey
B. defend itself
C. trick predators
D. swim faster

3. What do stingrays eat? 

A. lobsters
B. mussels
C. crabs
D. all of the above

4. Describe two different ways that stingrays move through the water. 
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5. Where do stingrays go to stay safe from danger when they are not moving through the water? 

How many hundreds are in 
the number 1,800? 24 +  + 21 = 58

Name the shape with four 
sides and four angles.

30,  ,   50,  60,  70, 

 80,  90,  100

How many tens are in the 
number 71,000? 1

25
,  1

5
,  ,    (5) ,   

(25) ,   (125) ,   (625) ,   

(3,125) 

21 ÷ 7 =
64 ÷ 8 = How much greater is 185 

than 38?

Double the number 6 three 
times.

David earns $23 an hour.  
He worked 5 hours.  How 
much did he make?

Write the greatest possible 
3-digit number using only 2 
different numbers.
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Complete each pattern, using the same rule.  Write what the rule is.

, , 39, 52, 65, 78

104, 117, 130, 143, , , 182, 

65, 78, , , 117, , 143, 156

Find the missing numbers.  These both have the same rule.  What is the rule?
If
   1 , 1 = 1
   2 , 2 = 4
   3 , 3 = 9
   4 , 4 = 16
Then
   7 , 7 = ?
Hint: The answer is NOT 25.

If
   5 , 5 = 25
   6 , 6 = 36
   7 , 7 = 49
   8 , 8 = 64
Then
   14 , 14 = ?
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Write this number:
4 thousands, 5 ones, 9 
hundreds

Write an even number. Circle the number that is 
smallest.

90,900    90,090

90,009    99,000

F,  L,  G,  M,  H,  N,  

,   O,  J,  P

Write this number:
7 ones, 2 thousands, 3 tens, 
9 hundreds

8 - 4 + 1

Fill in the missing 

addition or subtraction 

operations.

4  3  5  2 = 4

9  1  3  1 = 6

Wendy has a bowl.  She 
puts 11 nickels into the bowl.  
Jacob sees the bowl and 
takes 3 nickels.  How much 
money (in cents) is left in 
the bowl?

How many total legs are on 
2 dogs and 4 chickens?

Hannah has 26 nickels.  
How much money is that?

Write the number that has 
exactly 7 tens.

Write the number that is 
one ten less than 3,656.
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Doilies in the Sky
By Colleen Messina

A doily is a pretty mat. It can be made of paper but is often 
crocheted or knitted and has a delicate pattern. It is often round and 
used as a decoration. Doilies are usually used inside. They might be 
under a glass or a lamp. In the winter, if you live where the weather is 
cold, you might see what looks like dainty doilies dancing in the sky. 
They come in swirls on the cold winter wind. Maybe Mother Nature is 
doing "exterior decorating" with them. These small, frozen ice crystals 
make winter more magical. One creative man took many photographs 
of these miniscule masterpieces in the nineteenth century. He found a 
way to catch these teeny crystals on black velvet and take pictures of 
them before they melted! He discovered many beautiful patterns and 
shapes. The man's name was Wilson Bentley. His nickname was the 
same as the objects he took pictures of. What do you think his 
nickname was?

Doilies in the Sky

Questions

1.  The phrase "dainty doilies dancing" is an example of which literary device? 

A. metaphor
B. simile
C. alliteration
D. none of the above

2. Who took pictures of these objects? 

A. Wilma Flintstone
B. Wilson Bentley
C. Woodrow Wilson
D. Benjamin Franklin

3. The object described in this paragraph has a warm temperature. 

A. True
B. False

4. What is being described in this paragraph? 

1 + 6 x 6 - 11 The number 68 is more 
than the number 9 by how 
much?

What is the sum of 7 and 
57?
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On Okay to be Lazy Day, the Martin family 
ordered pizzas for dinner. They ordered 3 
small pepperoni pizzas for $8.97 each, and 2 
large supreme pizzas for $12.81 each. How 
much did the pizzas cost in all?

Max volunteers in a thrift shop after school. It 
is his job to keep a total of the money paid 
for the items. On Monday, there were 4 sales 
of $4 each, 14 sales of $2.75 each, and 19 
sales of 45¢ each. What were the total sales 
for the day?

Jacob and Jason went on a hike and got 
lost in the woods. They left on the hike at 
10:42 a.m. and didn't get back until 4:10 p.m. 
How long were they gone on the hike?

Kevin found 30 seashells. He put them in a 
bag and pulled out 3 pink shells out of 12 pulls. 
Predict the number of pink shells he will pull in 
12 more pulls.

Write an odd number with a 
nine in the hundreds place.

Color 0.27. Write two odd numbers that 
when added together equal 
the even number 24.

What number is one hundred 
thousand more than 4,214?
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Puppy Place is having a 
sale. They are selling 
boxes of dog biscuits 
for $0.99 each. There 
are 24 biscuits in each 
box. How many are 
there in 8 boxes?

Jacob took 4 quarters, 
2 dimes, 5 nickels, and 
5 pennies to the store. 
He bought glue for 35¢ 
and paint for 76¢. How 
much money did he 
have left?

Emma was very excited!
She was going to her 
best friend's house on 
August 2 for a 
Friendship Day party. If 
Emma's birthday was 12 
days earlier, when was 
her birthday?

You have a playdate in 120 
minutes.   How many hours 
is that?

Find the product of 9 and 5. 12 x 6 = 

Connor started 
reading his book about 
skating at 5:25 p.m. He 
stopped reading at a 
quarter after 6:00 p.m. 
For how many minutes 
did he read?

Mrs. Walker went to 
New York City. She 
splurged by going to 
see a play. She left 
home at 10:40 a.m. and 
got back home at 9:14 
p.m. How long was Mrs. 
Walker away from 
home?

Miss Anderson made a 
chocolate cake. She 
cut it into 18 equal 
pieces. She shared it 
with 3 of her friends. 
She and each of her 
friends ate 2 pieces of 
cake. What fraction of 
the cake is left? Write 
your answer as a 
fraction in simplest 
form.

In the equation 36 x 479 = 
17,244, which number is the 
product?

You need to add what to 
36 to get 42?

Hannah bought a pack of 
six waters.  It cost $3.78.  
How much did each water 
cost?
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The art teacher poured bags and 
bags of different shapes of noodles 
on the table. She told her class to use 
their imaginations and use the 
noodles to make pictures on the 
sheets of colored paper she had 
given them. Holly made a lion with 125 
noodles. Wendy made a snake with 21 
noodles. Erin made a bird with 52 
noodles. How many noodles did these 
3 girls use in all?

Holly cleaned out the refrigerator for 
her grandmother. She found six old 
apples, five wrinkled oranges, two 
black bananas, twelve spotty lemons, 
four squishy peaches, a bowl of 
oatmeal, six partially eaten cookies, 
four yellowish celery stalks, and a 
pear with a bite out of it. How many 
pieces of fruit did Holly find in her 
grandmother's refrigerator?

What number is halfway 
between 28 and 34?

Is 28 a composite or a 
prime number?

72 ÷ 6 + 2

In 2000, people in the 
United States ate 
3,300,000,000 pounds 
of chocolate. Write a 
number that is 4 million 
more.

Mr. White notarized 4 
deeds today. If he 
notarized the same 
number every day, 
how many deeds will 
he notarize in 8 days?

Miss Rodriguez made 
zucchini bread for the 
bake sale. She used 3 
cups of grated 
zucchini in each loaf. 
She made 15 loaves of 
bread. How many cups 
of zucchini did she use?

April has 44 books.  She 
organized them equally 
into 4 boxes.  How many 
books in each box?

At 3 p.m. today, Maria will 
not be able to use her 
electronics for 4 hours.  At 
what time will she be able 
to resume using her phone?

Round 178 to the nearest 
ten.
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At the Barbeque Day 
cookout, David will 
choose a kind of meat 
(pork, beef, or chicken) 
and a sauce (mild or 
spicy). How many 
choices can David 
make?

Ava bought a book 
about the night sky. 
She wanted to be able 
to find the pictures 
made by the stars. The 
book cost $11.88. If she 
gave the clerk $15, how 
much change did she 
get?

Miss Johnson made 10 
blueberry fritters. She 
gave 3 to Hunter and 1 
to Jack. Write a 
fraction to describe 
the fraction of the 
fritters that are left.

4 x 7 - 2 Is 588 closer to 500 or 
600?

What is 15 less than 2,099?

There were four cups 
of food for the geese. 
Mr. Hernandez added 
more cups of food. 
Now there are eleven 
cups of food for the 
geese. Write an 
equation to represent 
this.

Jason is building a 
bookshelf to hold his 
little sister's collection of 
Dr. Seuss books. The 
top of the bookshelf is 
a rectangle 3 feet long 
and 1 foot wide. How 
many 2 inch square 
tiles will he need to 
cover the top?

Johnny Appleseed 
walked from place to 
place planting apples. 
If he walked two 
hundred twelve miles in 
twenty-one days, what 
was the average 
number of miles he 
walked each day? 
Express your answer in 
decimal form to the 
nearest tenth of a mile.

Which number is greater: 0.9 
or 0.96?

Add the correct end punctuation for 
this sentence.
We studied for our spelling test 
during lunch
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Hey, Yo-yo!
By Beth Beutler

The sun was shining brightly as Heather stepped out onto her porch. She looked 
around her crowded neighborhood on the edge of the big city. She saw her friend 
Adela across the street.

"Hi, Adela! Come look at my new yo-yo!"

Adela looked up and waved. She looked both ways before carefully crossing the 
busy street.

"What's a yo-yo?" Adela asked.

"You mean you've never seen one?" Heather replied.

"No," Adela said sheepishly.

"Well, yo-yos have been around for a very long time. I learned that they even had 
them thousands of years ago in countries like China and Greece."

"What do you do with them?"

Heather began to demonstrate.

"See this string? It is wound between these two plastic pieces that are pushed together."

"It looks like a plastic hamburger," Adela said.

Heather laughed. "I guess you are right! Anyway, you put your finger through the loop and hold the yo-yo in 
the palm of your hand. Then, you fling or toss the yo-yo gently. The string acts as a spring, and the yo-yo should 
come back to you. Watch."

Adela saw Heather tossing the yo-yo in different directions and then catching it again. She made it look easy. 
"May I try?" Adela asked.

Heather gave the yo-yo to Adela. Adela put her finger through the loop and tried to toss the yo-yo. However, it 
just hung there, spinning around. She kept trying, but she couldn't get the yo-yo to come back to her hand like 
Heather did.

"What am I doing wrong?" she asked.

"It takes some practice to get the feel of it. Don't worry. I started out the same way. Let me take your hand and 
help. Let's wind the string up real good again first."

Heather wound the string and helped Adela get set up again. She took Adela's hand and helped her flick her 
wrist in a way that the yo-yo naturally fell toward the ground. Then, it climbed back up the string. Adela caught it.

"Hey, I did it!" Adela exclaimed. She tossed the yo-yo again, and again she caught it. Heather grinned.

"See, once you get the feel of it, it's almost natural!"

"This is really fun!" Adela said.

"It kind of helps you understand why this toy has stayed around for a long time, doesn't it?" responded Heather.
"Let's take a walk and show our friends."

Adela kept the yo-yo going all during the walk. In fact, she was becoming so good at it that Heather was 
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getting a little jealous. All their friends admired Adela's use of the yo-yo and wanted to try it themselves.

"You need to have Heather teach you," Adela said. "She taught me everything I know. If it weren't for her, I 
would have thrown the thing into the trash."

Heather's face brightened. She began to teach their friends, and soon, everyone in the group knew how to use a 
yo-yo.
     

Hey, Yo-yo!

Questions

1. Where did Heather and Adela live? 

2. How might you describe their neighborhood? 

A. Crowded
B. Busy
C. Populated
D. All of the above
E. None of the above

3. True or false. Adela taught Heather how to use a yo-yo. 

A. False
B. True

4. Which happened first: Heather played with the yo-yo, or Heather showed Adela how to play with the 
yo-yo. 

5. How did Adela do with the yo-yo in the beginning? 

6. How did Heather feel once Adela did well with the yo-yo in front of their friends? 
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7. Adela told the friends that if it were not for Heather, she would have thrown the yo-yo ______ (3 words). 

8. In what countries was the yo-yo used long ago? 

Name the shape with eight 
sides and eight angles.

Megan has $34.  She wants 
to buy something that costs 
$98.  How much more does 
she need?

Write the least possible 
3-digit number without 
repeating any numbers.

Write a 4-digit even 
number.

12 ÷ 1 - 2 triple 30 = 

 (64) ,   (16) ,   (4) ,  

,   1
4
,  1

16
,  1

64
,  

1
256

Write the number that is 
one thousand more than 
5,839.

Is 23 a composite or a 
prime number?

double 23 = How many total legs are on 
9 owls?

How many minutes are 
there from 7:15 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m.?
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Mr. Brown bought 6 pounds of zucchini to 
make zucchini bread for the Friendship Day 
Bake Sale. The zucchini cost $0.95 per pound. 
How much did Mr. Brown spend on the 
zucchini?

Megan made a huge sugar cookie 15 inches 
x 10 inches. She decorated it with red, white, 
and blue sugar to look like an American flag. 
She cut it into 3 inch x 2 inch pieces. How 
many pieces could be cut from the huge 
sugar cookie?

Miss Thompson put 3 pink flowers and 3 blue 
flowers in each Parents' Day bouquet. She 
made 17 bouquets. How many flowers did she 
use in all?

There were 224 guests at the Smith wedding. 
Three-fourths of them were friends of the 
bride and groom. The rest were family 
members. How many of the guests were 
family members?

What is the mode of these 
numbers?

19, 18, 24, 24, 17, 16, 29, 29, 18, 25,
17

1 1 + 4 3 =
What fraction of the
box is shaded?

2

Circle the answer that best completes 
the sentence.
(May/Can) I have the last donut?
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#1Mental Math

Start with the number 29. 29

Add 3 tens.
9 2 7 9 5 9 3 7 5 4 (Circle your answer to double check you are correct.)

Add the number of legs on 8 
chickens.
7 5 2 7 8 8 6 2 7 6

Divide by 5.
9 0 5 0 3 6 1 5 8 3

Add the number of inches in 2 feet.
2 3 9 5 8 8 9 6 5 4

Add the number of days in a week.
2 6 6 8 5 3 7 4 6 5

#2Mental Math

Start with the number 437.
7 5 4 3 7 5 4 3 9 8 (Circle your answer to double check you are correct.)

Add the number of ounces in 1 
pound.
8 3 7 0 3 4 5 3 4 8

Add a dozen.
6 4 6 5 5 5 4 1 9 5

Add the number of dimes in a dollar.
2 7 4 8 6 4 7 5 5 0

Add the number of days in a week.
5 9 6 5 7 9 4 8 2 5

Add the digits in your number. The sum of 
that is your new number.
9 0 8 6 1 4 5 6 1 4
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Letters Kissing
Each of the letters needs to kiss the same letter.

Draw a line that connects one letter to one other letter to kiss.  Draw your lines over the trace lines.  No 
lines may cross.  Once you draw a line to a letter, that letter cannot be used again.

One complete line has already been drawn for you.  

R

RG

G Y

Y

O

O

T

T

I

I

V

V

Q

Q

X

X

A

A

J

J
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Stripes That Stick Together
By Erin Horner

Do you ever use teamwork? If you play sports then you probably do.
One person can't win a soccer game all by themselves. It takes the 
whole team working together to accomplish that goal. That's teamwork.
You may also use teamwork at school. When your teacher assigns a 
group project, each person has to do his or her part to complete the 
assigned task. This is also teamwork. Did you know that many animals 
use teamwork, too? Zebras, for example, use teamwork to protect their 
herds from predators. Lions, leopards, and cheetahs all like to prey on 
zebras. But these striped animals use teamwork to try to stay safe. 
Often in the wild, zebras will stand together in a large herd. When 
many zebras stand together, it looks like a sea of black and white 
stripes! All of these stripes confuse the predators. The predators can't tell where one zebra starts and where one 
ends. Sometimes, one zebra will stand right next to another one. They face opposite directions. This allows the 
zebras to look for predators that may be coming from any direction. Teamwork is a wonderful thing. It can help 
us accomplish goals. For zebras, teamwork is also a life skill. When they work together, these beautiful animals 
can help each other survive in the wild.
     

Stripes That Stick Together

Questions

1. Why do zebras use teamwork? 

2. The author probably wrote this passage to ______. 

A. describe how zebras use teamwork
B. persuade you to use teamwork
C. demonstrate how to spot a zebra in the wild
D. inform you about why you should use teamwork

3. What does teamwork mean in this story? 

4. Choose the best title. 

A. Don't Mess With My Stripes
B. Zebra Zzz's: How Do Zebras Sleep in the Wild?
C. Striped Animals That Stick Together
D. Zebras: Living Alone and Loving It
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The Mystery of the Wild Thing in the Kitchen
By Colleen Messina

The scream heard around the world, or at least around the neighborhood, 
happened at precisely 7:30 a.m. on a Saturday morning. Six-year-old Cheryl 
skipped down to the kitchen for breakfast and saw something strange. A 
mysterious creature peered at her with round black eyes. Cheryl screamed! She 
had never seen a wild thing in their kitchen before!

Cheryl flew up the stairs to her mother's room. "Mommy, wake up!" said 
Cheryl as she shook her mom's shoulder.

The tired woman turned over and sleepily looked at her excited child. She 
had planned on sleeping in a little bit later this weekend morning. Her golden 
blond hair spread over her blue pillowcase like streaks of morning sunlight. "Did 
you scream? What is wrong?" she asked.

"Mommy, there is a wild thing in the kitchen," said Cheryl. Her favorite book 
was Where the Wild Things Are, and she often referred to any creature as a wild 
thing. "The wild thing has a striped tail. I thought it was a cat, but it isn't," 
explained Cheryl.

Now her mother was wide awake. What was in her kitchen? She had had many wild things in her house, but 
they were usually unruly children. Cheryl's friends often played loud games like who could jump off the sofa with 
the loudest scream.

Mommy charged out of bed as though she had already had a strong cup of coffee. Her cat, Sam, opened his 
yellow eyes in protest as he was nearly ejected from the bed when Mommy bolted. Mommy armed herself with a 
sturdy toilet bowl plunger on her way out the door. She held the plunger out in front of her like a knight's sword. 
She was ready to defend her kitchen.

Mommy and Cheryl peered through the door at the unwelcome guest in the kitchen. The raccoon looked as 
scared as the human beings. Its small hand-like paws gripped each other with seemingly human nervousness. 
Mommy took a step forward.

The raccoon, which felt threatened by Mommy's movement, retreated from the sliding glass door into a corner. 
Mommy quickly went over to the sliding glass door and bravely opened it with one hand while still pointing her 
plunger with the other. As Mommy stepped back again, the raccoon saw his chance for escape. Much to 
everyone's delight, the wild thing in the kitchen was now in the wilderness of the backyard.

Mommy collapsed into a chair and ran her fingers through her hair. How had that animal gotten into the house?
Just then Grandma, wrapped in her fluffy bathrobe, padded into the kitchen. She looked like a pink sausage. 
Grandma was a little bit confused sometimes. At the moment, she was wearing the wrong glasses. Her large blue 
eyes had turned into tiny turquoise pebbles behind Grandpa's thick lenses.

"Grandma, why are you wearing Grandpa's glasses?" asked Cheryl.

"Oh, is that why everything looks fuzzy?" said Grandma. "When I let Sam in last night, I had a hard time 
seeing him clearly."

"But, Mom, Sam is an inside cat. He has no claws, which is why we keep him in the house. He couldn't defend 
himself outside without any claws. He wasn't outside last night!" said Mommy.

Cheryl felt a tingly feeling in her stomach, but she didn't quite know why. Then it hit her. Grandma had let the 
raccoon into the house because she had been wearing Grandpa's glasses instead of her own. Cheryl explained her 
theory to Mommy and Grandma, and they all had a laugh.

Grandma and Cheryl also got a good laugh out of the raccoon who visited them. Whenever Grandma read 
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Where the Wild Things Are to Cheryl, they both said the wild things were in their own kitchen!

The Mystery of the Wild Thing in the Kitchen

Questions

1. What day of the week was it in the story? 

A. Saturday
B. Monday
C. Tuesday
D. Friday

2. What was Cheryl's favorite book? 

A. The Cat in the Hat 
B. Where the Wild Things Are
C. Runaway Bunny 
D. none of the above

3. What did Mommy carry like a sword? 

A. an umbrella
B. a toilet bowl plunger
C. a nail file
D. a comb

4. Cheryl and her friends were never unruly. 

A. false
B. true

5. Where was Sam the cat? 

A. in the basement
B. outside
C. in the kitchen
D. in Mommy's bedroom

6. Why was Sam an inside cat? 

A. He was allergic to fresh air.
B. He fought with other cats if he went outside.
C. He was afraid of mice.
D. He had no claws and couldn't defend himself outside.

7. What did Grandma look like in her bathrobe? 

A. a pink sausage
B. a pink pillow
C. a pink banana
D. none of the above

8. Who owned the glasses that Grandma was wearing? 
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Mr. Martinez bought a 
new car on National 
Splurge Day. It cost 
$38,604.35. Mr. 
Martinez got $35,900 
from the bank to pay 
for it. How much more 
money does he need 
to pay for the car?

Buster Bee flew 3.2 
miles to the honey tree.
Then he flew 3.5 miles 
to the hive. How many 
miles did he fly in all?

Your shirts are pink, 
white, and yellow. Mine 
are blue and green. 
My skirts are black and 
blue. Yours are red 
and white. How many 
different outfits can we 
make from our shirts 
and skirts if we put 
them all together?

Write the number that is 
one hundred less than 
6,022.

Write the number that has 
exactly 4 tens.

How many total legs are on 
3 zebras and 5 chickens?

Peter is making 12 
dozen cookies. The 
dough has a mass of 
3.5 kg. How many 
grams is that?

Puppy Place is having a 
sale. They are selling 
boxes of dog biscuits 
for $0.99 each. There 
are 30 biscuits in each 
box. How many are 
there in 6 boxes?

Eggs cost $1.15 for one 
dozen. How much 
would it cost to buy 
two dozen eggs?

What is the sum of 8 and 
59?

How many hundreds are in 
the number 2,600?

36 ÷ 3 = 

word root circum can mean around circumscribe, circumvention, circumventive
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Emma has a sleepover at April's house, and she is trying to get ready.
"We need to leave in 30 minutes!" yells her mom from downstairs.
Emma is trying to figure out what she forgot to pack. She has her toothbrush, her favorite 
stuffed animal, and her... "Oh, yeah," she says to herself. "My phone!"
Before she puts her phone in her bag, she notices it only has 12% left. She quickly plugs in her 
phone to charge. The phone estimate says, "Approximately 1 hr 6 min until fully charged." But 
she doesn't have that long.
When she is ready to leave, she unplugs her phone. Any guess how much percent will be left?

Don't worry about getting an exact answer.  But show some work so we know your 
estimate is at least reliable!
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How much greater is 171 
than 31?

Find the product of 9 and 3. How many total legs are on 
11 ants?
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