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Goal:  Describe an event

There are so many people in every community who never leave their homes.  We usually refer 
to these people as shut-ins.  They are the elderly or infirm who cannot come and go as the rest 
of us.  Imagine you make one of these people extremely happy by taking some time to visit 
them.  Describe this event.  Use words and sentences that help the reader see, hear, touch, smell,
and taste what you describe.  To help you get ready to write, complete the following:
1. Write three complete sentences that describe what you saw.
2. Write three complete sentences that describe what you heard.
3. Write three complete sentences that describe what you smelled or tasted.
4. Write three complete sentences that describe how this event made you feel.
Now you are ready to write.  Make the reader feel like he/she is there with you.
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Read the topic.  Fill in the boxes with your ideas.

Topic: A snowman's trip to 
the beach
You are a snowman going to the 
beach.  What will you do?

Fun activities Toys

Write a topic and a story to describe the picture.

Topic:

Write a paragraph:
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Now write a paragraph using the ideas you have already written down.
Topic: A snowman's trip to the beach
You are a snowman going to the beach.  What will you do?

How do you know if a number is divisible by 4?  Look at the last two digits of the number.

998,7 9 3 Is    divisible by 4?     Yes     No

If Yes, fill in:  ÷ 4 = 

Circle one:  998,793 is divisible by four       998,793 is not divisible by four

62,932,7 1 2 Is    divisible by 4?     Yes     No

If Yes, fill in:  ÷ 4 = 

Circle one:  62,932,712 is divisible by four       62,932,712 is not divisible by four

Locate where to put the number 275,500
and label the point D.

268,000 288,000

Can you think of a five-letter word 
that has the vowel I in it?
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Goal: Write a topic sentence

There are many differences between tortilla chips and traditional potato chips.  Write a 
paragraph (or you might write an essay if you choose) comparing and contrasting these snacks.

Follow these steps:
1. Brainstorm a list of five ways tortilla chips are different from potato chips.
2. Think for a moment.  How are these snacks similar?  To begin, write a general statement 
about tortilla chips and potato chips.  This general statement will be your topic sentence.
3. Now, support your topic sentence with at least three sentences that provide facts, details, and 
examples.
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Goal:  Write a persuasive letter

Former President Jimmy Carter said Hurricane Katrina showed that all are not yet equal in 
America.  "This commemorative ceremony this morning, this afternoon, is not only to 
acknowledge the great contributions of Coretta and Martin [Luther King, Jr.], but to remind us 
that the struggle for equal rights is not over. We only have to recall the color of the faces of 
those in Louisiana, Alabama, and Mississippi," Carter said, the rest of his sentence drowned out 
by loud applause. "Those who were most devastated by [Hurricane] Katrina know that there are 
not yet equal opportunities for all Americans. It is our responsibility to continue their crusade." 
Do you agree with Carter's assessment given the fact that statistics suggest that more whites 
than blacks were victims?  Write a persuasive letter to former President Carter expressing your 
opinion.  Support your opinion with reasons.  To help you get ready to write, plan your letter 
below.
1. Describe the way you feel about the aid received (or not received) by those who were most 
devastated by Katrina.
2. Why do you feel this way?
3. Should the American people believe that the struggle for equal rights is not over?
4. Brainstorm a list of reasons to support your opinion.
5. Choose the three most convincing reasons.  Write these reasons as clear sentences. List them 
in order of importance, placing the most important reason first.
Write your letter.  Convince the former president to agree with your opinion
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Read the sentence.  Then write three questions that are unanswered.

Saul attends the Outdoor Club after school.

1. What are the Outdoor Club activities?

2.

3.

Turn the sentence and your questions into a paragraph.  Be sure to include details and explanations.

Read the topic.  Try to make it better.  The first one is done for you.

Topic: winter

1. hiking during a snowstorm

2.

Free choice writing:
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Spell the r sound. R RR

count r ies ba ack ame ica

laborato ies sc eaming ma r r ies

ma ow pa ticipates mist eating

p eferring ra e photog aphed

ma y fe y blackbe ies

te rr ify ma r kets me ier

b idled i itated p ovide

ca ies g unt fa es

co esponded c o r r e s p o n d e d r x e p u e

ca iage z i c a r r i a g e c g v i t a i y

te ible b e y r t e r r i b l e j h q l s w

sh ank s y s a t s h r a n k s h r r a n k

aiders a x d r i d r p e r a i d e r s e r

insing s w n r i n s i n g x r i n c i n g

b ook b r u k k r b r o o k o b o p t k h

he o t d h p k h e o r i m h e r o h e a

ba el m b a r r e l a b a r u l h y a p a

cranbe ies r y e r e r c r a n b e r r i e s a

mo ning g o n m o r n i n g p m a r n i n g

na ows e n a r r o o w s a n a r r o w s r

igno ing i g n o r i n g i g n o r i n i o l
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