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The Anaconda Plan
By Cindy Grigg

The first shots of the Civil War were fired on April 12, 1861. 
Within a week, President Lincoln proclaimed a blockade of Southern 
ports. This was the key to the North's strategy to win the war. The 
South's livelihood depended on selling its cash crops, mostly cotton 
and tobacco. If all Southern ports were blocked, it would stop the 
South's income from its export of crops. It would also keep the South 
from importing products it needed, including war supplies, medicine, 
and household goods. The North knew that the South had few factories 
and couldn't manufacture its own supplies.

General Winfield Scott was the commander of the Union Army. His 
plan to defeat the Confederacy had three main parts: 1) Blockade all 
Eastern and Southern ports in the Confederate States. 2) Divide the 
South by taking control of the Mississippi River. 3) Control the Tennessee Valley and march through Georgia to 
the coast.

Scott's "Anaconda Plan", as the press called it, was not well received at the time. Newspapers named the plan 
after a South American constricting snake. The anaconda kills by surrounding its victim and slowly crushing the 
life out of it. Newspapers and the public wanted an aggressive plan that would bring a quick end to the war. 
Scott's plan would take time. It was thought to be too passive. The press said that Scott wanted "to squeeze the 
South to military death." It was thought that the blockade would be an impossible task for the North to carry out.

However, the Anaconda Plan was a Union success. It caused a severe scarcity of factory-made goods in the 
South and ruined the economy of the Confederacy. Scott's plan marked the first time in U.S. history that 
long-term war strategies were planned in advance. In the past, the U.S. army and navy had simply reacted to 
events as they happened. The plan brought about the Union victory in the Civil War.
     

The Anaconda Plan

Questions

1. What general is given credit for the Anaconda Plan? 

2. Which of these is a reason that the Anaconda Plan was not popular with the public in the first part of the 
war? 

A. People wanted the war to end quickly.
B. People thought the plan was not aggressive enough.
C. People thought that it would be impossible to blockade the entire Confederate coast.
D. all of the above

3. Which of these is NOT part of the Anaconda Plan? 

A. Union control of the Tennessee Valley
B. blockade the entire Confederate coast
C. Union control of the Mississippi River
D. flooding the Mississippi River

edhelper.com Fifth Grade Reading Comprehension and Math

https://www.edhelper.com/ReadingComprehensions_Grade5.html


Name: edHelper

4. Why was it important to stop the South from receiving imported goods? 

5. quick : slow :: aggressive : ______ 

A. bold
B. anaconda
C. constricting
D. passive

6. The author's main purpose for writing this story was to ______. 

A. inform
B. entertain
C. persuade
D. express personal feelings

10  ÷ 1
2

How much time is it from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:20 a.m.?

The radius of a circle is 554 
cm.  What is the diameter 
of this circle?

The perimeter of a 
rectangle is 22 cm.  The 
longer side is 9 cm.  How 
long is the shorter side?

What is 50% of 310? Round 11,307 to the nearest 
thousand.

70,  81,  92,  103,  114,  125, 

 ,   147

Circle the three numbers 
whose product
equals 1,000.

    11       5       10

    10       7       10

C,  J,  E,  ,   G,  P,  

I,  S,  K,  V
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Mr. Walker ordered 72 roses. He divided the 
roses equally into 12 bunches for Parents' Day.
He sold each bunch for $6.44. How much 
money did he get for the roses in all?

Pluto has an estimated diameter of 1420 miles, 

approximately 1
5
 the diameter of the Earth. 

Using the estimated diameter of Pluto, what is 

the circumference of the Earth? Round your 

answer to the nearest hundredth.

Rosa earned $65.68 working 8 hours babysitting. Anna worked the same number of hours, 

but she earned $82.48.  How much more was Anna paid per hour than what Rosa got per 

hour?

Which number has more factors: 23 or 27?
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Puzzle:

8 648

8 8 128

36

144 32 648 x
The product for each column
and row is given.  Blanks
use numbers 2 to 9 only.

= =

Work Area:

8 648

8 8 128

36

144 32 648 x

Puzzle:

243

48

36

144 81 36 x
The product for each column
and row is given.  Blanks
use numbers 2 to 9 only.

= = =

Work Area:

243

48

36

144 81 36 x
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Mr. Ricco's class decided to invite their 
parents to their National Hugging Day party. 
April, Holly, and Justin made the invitations. 
David and Robert addressed the envelopes. 
It took a small package of paper ($3.77) and 
one package of stickers ($2.26) to make the 
invitations. They used a box of envelopes 
($4.48) and thirty-two stamps ($0.32 each). 
How much did it cost in all to make the 
invitations and mail them?

At the Sugar and Spice Bakery, there are 
many different kinds of donuts. 
Chocolate-covered donuts cost $0.89 each. 
Cream-filled donuts cost $0.99 each. 
Cinnamon donuts cost $0.59 each and 
donuts with candy sprinkles cost $0.79 each. 
Rose bought 5 chocolate-covered donuts, 3 
cinnamon donuts, and 4 cream-filled donuts. 
How much did she spend in all?

Rose has 70 cents.  What fraction of a dollar is that?  Be sure to simplify the fraction.

Write as a decimal.
Eight tenths

Write as a decimal.
Nineteen and eighty-five 
hundredths

Write as a decimal.
Ninety thousandths

edhelper.com Fifth Grade Reading Comprehension and Math

https://www.edhelper.com
https://www.edhelper.com/ReadingComprehensions_Grade5.html


Name:
edHelper

Get a fidget spinner!  Spin it. I needed to spin time(s) to finish.

Not Exact Estimate - With a Good Guess

93 ÷ 10 9 35 ÷ 9 4 25 ÷ 3

14 ÷ 3 56 ÷ 10 95 ÷ 12

71 ÷ 11 41 ÷ 8 43 ÷ 5

27 ÷ 6 14 ÷ 4 38 ÷ 4

39 ÷ 5 46 ÷ 7 22 ÷ 6

76 ÷ 12 54 ÷ 7 73 ÷ 9

39 ÷ 8 75 ÷ 8 47 ÷ 8

53 ÷ 6 18 ÷ 4 31 ÷ 9

38 ÷ 7 59 ÷ 9 81 ÷ 11

110 ÷ 12 102 ÷ 11 19 ÷ 3

61 ÷ 7 36 ÷ 5 15 ÷ 4

55 ÷ 10 25 ÷ 6 116 ÷ 12

17 ÷ 3 35 ÷ 10 14 ÷ 3

38 ÷ 5 26 ÷ 4 43 ÷ 5
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Metamorphic Rocks
By Brandi Waters

Rocks are everywhere. They come in many sizes, shapes, and colors.
There are many different kinds of rocks, but they can all be put into 
one of three groups. Each group is based on how the rock was made. 
There are only three ways that rocks can form. One group of rocks is 
metamorphic rocks. They are formed by heat and pressure, and lots of 
it! This can only happen deep inside the Earth. Metamorphic rocks are 
made when rock deep inside the Earth gets so hot and is under so much 
pressure that it becomes a different rock. Rocks may be baked, folded, 
or squeezed to form a new rock. The rocks started out deep 
underground. As the Earth has changed over many years, these rocks 
have moved and some have been brought up to the surface.

Metamorphic Rocks

Questions

1. There are ______ different groups that all rocks can be placed in. 

A. five
B. three
C. two
D. four

2. Rocks are placed into groups based on ______. 

A. how strong they are
B. how they have changed over many years
C. whether it is found underground or on the Earth's surface
D. how the rock was made

3. Metamorphic rocks are made when ______. 

4. Metamorphic rocks can be formed when rock is ______. 

A. baked
B. folded
C. squeezed
D. all of the above

5. Where are metamorphic rocks formed? 

word root sangui can mean blood sanguine, sanguinary
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You are given a secret number of 8,506,917.

Psst.  Whisper the number in the hundred thousands place: 

Psst.  Whisper the number in the ten thousands place: 

Psst.  Whisper the number in the ten millions place: 

Unscramble these letters to spell a two-digit number with two different digits.

yfo-eiftrv  

nttyew-inne   (29)

tiheirt-yvf   (35)
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Write the reciprocal.

3
4

Reduce 54
144

 to its lowest 

terms.

9  +  4
5
 - 8

9
 =

Reduce 3
12
 to its lowest 

terms.

17  +  3
4
 + 1

6
 = 17  -  4

5
 - 7

8
 =

Reduce each fraction to its 
lowest terms.

                  12
18
 =

63
81
 =

                  3
9
 =

15
24
 =

                  4
16
 =

72
90
 =

3
11

5
8+

4 12

3 23-

Change 664
68

 to a mixed 

number.

7
11
 ÷  18 = 17 613

2-
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Captain Maher's Job: Is the Hudson River Safe?
By Jennifer Kenny

Captain Maher has a special job. He goes up and down the Hudson 
River almost five days a week. He doesn't run a ferry. He doesn't take 
people on vacation. Instead, he's part of a science team that studies the 
water.

It has been more than 400 years since Henry Hudson took his trip on 
what was to become the Hudson River. Has the river changed at all? Yes, it 
has, but not necessarily for the better. For many years, things people did put 
lots of waste into the Hudson River. Around forty years ago, some clean 
water laws began. Those laws have made some of the water cleaner, but it 
still has a very long road ahead of it.

Captain Maher thinks the river is hurt by a few things. Some of these are 
what was put in the river in the past and old storm water treatment systems. 
The building of new homes along the water and climate change also hurt. 
How clean the water is makes such a difference to people that Captain 
Maher is asked every day if the Hudson is clean enough to swim in. It's an 
important question. The answer changes based on the day and where he is on the river. Some areas are never safe 
to swim in. Other areas can be very good one day but very bad the next. People who really know the river know 
to stay out after it has rained, just in case raw sewage has been washed in. Where does the sewage come from? 
Much of it is dumped because of the old wastewater treatment plants. In fact, that adds up to billions of gallons.

Another problem is the old General Motors plants. Toxic chemicals called PCBs from those plants have 
destroyed much of the Hudson's fishing business. Also another old factory used to place a substance much like tar 
into the river.

The next problem may not be so clear. Who doesn't enjoy a home by the water? There are lots of new homes 
planned on both sides of the Hudson River. Today these homes may be friendlier to the river, but any homes right 
on the water increase the chances of flooding. That adds sewage and storm water.

None of these problems will go away immediately. Changes take time and money. People have to be willing to 
bring about this change, too.

How does Captain Maher help? He and his crew take water samples. They check for the good and the bad. 
That means counting nutrients, bacteria, and sewage. Over two years he's seen very clean areas and very unsafe 
ones, too. These areas can be very close together. In general, the middle of the river is the cleanest. If you want to 
swim, though, how do you get from the shoreline to the middle without swimming through the dirty parts? 
Captain Maher has found that rain and snow make a difference, too. Even a little rain or snow puts raw sewage 
into the river near cities.

Captain Maher can describe what he sees. Sometimes the same river looks different from one area to the next. 
Sometimes it looks just like it should, like water. Sometimes it's reddish. Sometimes it's green and milky. 
Sometimes it's just black and dirty.

Captain Maher wants a safe river - for boating, swimming, and fishing. Right now the river changes too much 
to say it's safe all the time. When it's not clean, people can get diarrhea and rashes just by stepping in.

Millions of people live near the Hudson River. Captain Maher wants to stop pollution, control the amount of 
new building projects, protect the fish, and make the water clean enough for swimming. Only time will tell if all 
of this can really happen.
     

edhelper.com Fifth Grade Reading Comprehension and Math

https://www.edhelper.com/ReadingComprehensions_Grade5.html


Name: edHelper

Captain Maher's Job: Is the Hudson River Safe?

Questions

1. Captain Maher is a ______. 

A. scientist and captain of the riverboat
B. ferry captain
C. cruise boat director
D. sales clerk

2. About how many years ago did Henry Hudson sail up this river? 

A. 100 years
B. 400 years
C. 1,000 years
D. 50 years

3. The Hudson River is safe to swim in all areas. 

A. false
B. true

4. After a rainstorm, ______ is often unintentionally washed into the Hudson River. 

A. raw sewage
B. paint
C. lead
D. none of the above

5. Captain Maher tests the river for ______. 

A. nutrients
B. bacteria
C. neither nutrients or bacteria
D. both nutrients and bacteria

6. Building new homes on a river affects the water. 

A. true
B. false

7. Which is NOT a goal of Captain Maher? 

A. making sure there aren't too many homes on the river
B. protecting the fish
C. polluting the river
D. making the river clean enough to swim in

2 + 1 + 7 + 8 = 
1 2 9

- 2 4

Find the difference 
between 581 and 55.

word root uni can mean one unicycle, unilateral
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Draw a bar model and show how to solve.

Number of one-sevenths in 4 wholes.

4 ÷ 1
7
 =

Divide and write the quotient in simplest 
form.

3 ÷ 1
3
 =

8 ÷ 2
9
 =

6 ÷ 5
7
 =

How many fourths are in one-half?

Hint: Count the number of fourths or 
different colored boxes.

1
2

1
4

1
2
 ÷ 1

4
 =

How many three-tenths are in three-fifths?

Remember that 3
5
 = 6

10
.

3
5

3
10

3
5
 ÷ 3

10
 =
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Fill in the missing numbers.
Only rule - The same number CAN NOT be next to each other, in ANY direction.

Dark lines surround a block.  Numbers to use in a block:
  A block with 1 space has to be the number 1.
  A block with 2 spaces must have the numbers 1 and 2.
  A block with 3 spaces must have the numbers 1, 2, and 3.
  A block with 4 spaces must have the numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4.

1 5 4 3 2
2 1 5 1

4 1 3 5 3 4 3
2 5 2 4 1 2 1

An entire block with 5 spaces is blank.  Since
the block is 5 spaces it uses the numbers 1-5.

3 2 4 1 5

1 4 1 3 2
5 2 5 4

2 1 2 1 3 1 3

An entire block with 5 spaces is blank.  Since
the block is 5 spaces it uses the numbers 1-5.

5 4 1 3 2

2 5 1 1 5 4
3 4 4 2 1 2

2 5 1 5 1 5 4
1 3 2 1

Hint - These numbers are missing:

2 3 3 3 2 4 3 1 2

3 2 5 1 3 1 2
3 2 2 5

2 5 1 3 4 3
3 2 4 5 2

Hint - These numbers are missing:

4 4 2 1 1 1 5 4 1 1
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Each row, column, and box must have the numbers 
1 through 6.

3 6
1 2 3

6
6 3 1

2 5
1

Each row, column, and box must have the numbers 
1 through 6.

2 4 1
5 4

5 2
1 5 6

2

Add the correct end punctuation for 
this sentence.
I am named after my grandfather
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Nellie Bly - First Female War Correspondent
By Jane Runyon

Sometimes being the first person to do something can bring you great honors. 
Nellie Bly was a woman who accomplished many firsts in her lifetime. Many of 
these feats had been accomplished by men. She happened to be the first woman to 
even try some of the feats.

Nellie Bly was not her given name. She was born Elizabeth Jane Cochrane in 
the middle 1860s. She was one of fifteen children born to her parents in 
Pennsylvania. Her father died when she was only six years old. This left her 
mother to try to raise all fifteen children on her own. The task was not easy. 
Elizabeth Jane Cochrane learned early in life that life was not always fair. She was 
not a particularly good student in school. She did, however, have a burning desire 
to be a writer. She left home at the age of sixteen to make her own way in the 
world. It didn't take her long to discover that women could not expect to get jobs 
that paid very well. At this time in history, it was still believed that men were the 
breadwinners and deserved to have the jobs that paid well.

One day Elizabeth read an article in a Pittsburgh newspaper that made her very 
angry. This article was entitled "What Girls Are Good For." The writer believed that women were placed on Earth 
to clean the house and take care of the children. Elizabeth sent a letter to the editor of the newspaper protesting 
the article and all that it said. The editor of the paper was very impressed with the way Elizabeth could express 
herself. He was so impressed that he offered her a job as a journalist on the paper. Her first assignment was to 
write a series of articles about the lives of women. In those days it was not considered proper for a lady to write 
for a newspaper using her own name. Elizabeth chose the pen name, Nellie Bly. This was a name she had heard 
in an old Stephen Foster song.

Nellie Bly made a name for herself by the articles she wrote. She stirred up controversy when she called for 
changes in the marriage and divorce laws of the time. She supported the ordinary man and woman in their quest 
for better lives. She believed in investigating her subjects by going undercover to research her articles. She took a 
job in a Pittsburgh factory before she wrote about the problems with child labor laws. She even had herself 
committed to an insane asylum in New York for ten days to see firsthand the treatment patients were receiving. 
When her articles brought threats of advertising boycotts to the newspaper, she was reassigned to writing features 
about social and cultural events. Nellie left the paper and moved to Mexico. In Mexico, she began to write articles 
about the poverty and illegal political activity that she saw. The Mexican government asked her to leave the 
country.

She returned and went to work for Joseph Pulitzer at the New York World newspaper. At about the same time, 
Jules Verne, a noted science fiction writer, published a book entitled Around the World in Eighty Days. This book 
described the adventures of two men in their attempt to go completely around the world in eighty days. Always 
up for a challenge, Nellie persuaded Mr. Pulitzer to sponsor her in an attempt to beat this fictional record. The 
whole world watched her progress. Thousands of people were in New York City to greet her as she returned from 
her trip in 72 days, 6 hours, 11 minutes, and 14 seconds.

In 1895, Nellie Bly retired from journalism to marry. Her husband died in 1904, leaving her to manage his 
businesses. She became a spokesperson for better conditions for workers. She insisted that health care and 
educational opportunities be offered to her employees.

In 1914, she decided to take a vacation in Europe. As a journalist, she saw the importance of what was 
happening in France and Belgium. She was on hand when World War I broke out. She immediately began 
sending articles to New York with firsthand accounts of what was happening. It was this fortunate event that 
allowed Nellie Bly to become the very first female war correspondent.

Nellie Bly returned to the United States and her work of running her husband's factories. She died in New 
York City in January 1922. She was not yet sixty years old, but she had led the kind of adventurous life that many 
people would not see in two or three lifetimes.
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Nellie Bly - First Female War Correspondent

Questions

1. What was Nellie Bly's birth name? 

A. Elizabeth Jane Cochrane
B. Elizabeth Nellie Pulitzer

2. Elizabeth changed her name because she didn't want anyone to know where she was from. 

A. true
B. false

3. Where did Nellie Bly first start work as a journalist? 

A. Belgium
B. Pittsburgh
C. Philadelphia
D. New York

4. Why do you think Nellie Bly chose to go undercover to research her articles? 

5. What did Nellie Bly write about while in Mexico? 

A. the election results
B. the weather
C. poverty
D. tourists

6. Who did Nellie Bly work for in New York City? 

A. Joseph Pulitzer
B. The New York Post
C. George Madden
D. Robert Seaman

7. What did reading a Jules Verne novel inspire Nellie Bly to do? 

8. What cause did Nellie Bly work for after the death of her husband? 

A. equal rights for women
B. freedom for Europe
C. better marriage and divorce laws
D. better working conditions
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Ava and her mother prepared beef, 
cheese, milk, and oatcakes to serve 
on Leif Ericson Day. Her Aunt Helga 
sent her the recipe for the oatcakes 
from Norway. The recipe makes nine 
oatcakes and uses one and a half 
cups of oats. Ava wants to make 36 
oatcakes. How many cups of oats will 
she need?

Amanda likes to read stories to her 
little sister. Her sister's favorite story is 
"Thumbelina." It is about a tiny little 
girl no bigger than your thumb! One 
night Amanda read the story and 
then she and her sister drew a 
picture of Thumbelina. It took them 
35 minutes to read the story and 32 
minutes to draw the picture. If 
Amanda started reading at 7:25 p.m., 
what time did she and her sister finish 
the picture?

It was 90 degrees outside.  
What would the 
temperature be if it got 25 
degrees colder?

It was 7 degrees below 
zero in the morning.  By 
afternoon the temperature 
rose 15 degrees.  How 
warm was it?

How many centimeters in 
4.6 meters?

Rose had 95¢ to spend 
on erasers. She bought 
several erasers at the 
same price and had 
23¢ left over. How 
many erasers did Rose 
buy if each eraser cost 
12¢?

There were 51 cows in the 

herd. Of that number, 3
4

 were brown, 2/12 were 

black and white, and 1
12
 

were black. Which group 

had more cows in it?

Mr. Johnson ran in the 
Clock Day race. He 
started running at 10:30 
a.m. He crossed the 
finish line at 1:02 p.m. 
For how long did he 
run?

A,  D,  ,   J,  M,  P,  

S,  V,  Y

Yummy Donuts gave two 
dozen chocolate donuts 
and four dozen jelly donuts 
to the school.  How many 
donuts did they give?

The perimeter of a 
rectangle is 24 cm.  The 
longer side is 8 cm.  How 
long is the shorter side?
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Better Energy knows it's important to deliver clean, reliable electricity to homes. They send a bill 
each month to homes that use their electricity. Each house has a meter that measures the 
electricity in rates of kilowatt-hours. For the first 50 kilowatt hours that a house uses in a month, 
Better Energy charges 9 cents a kilowatt hour. If a home uses more than 50 kilowatt hours, the 
charge is 12 cents per kilowatt hour above 50 kilowatts.
John uses a lot of electricity. He has a few computers, a TV, a microwave, a refrigerator, and a 
furnace and A/C. He's trying to compare bills with his neighbor, Jenny. Jenny used 125 kilowatt 
hours last month. Her bill was for $13.50 because the first 50 kilowatt hours was 50 x $0.09 = 
$4.50. The next 51 to 125 kilowatt hours is actually a total of 75 kilowatt hours, which cost her 75 x 
$0.12 = $9. So her total was $13.50.
John's bill was for $22.50. How much electricity did John use last month?

Show your work.
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17,  34,  51,  68,  85,  

,   119,  136,  153,  170

A rectangle is 30 cm on 
one side and 15 cm on 
another side.  What is the 
perimeter?

1 + 9 - 5
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May Day
By Ekaterina Zhdanova-Redman

Think about having a job. What kind of work would you like to do? 
Maybe you'd like to be an actor or perhaps a teacher. Whatever job you 
choose, you will have to spend hours and hours doing it. Some jobs 
require more hours than others. And in some different countries, 
workers work many more hours than others. In many Western 
countries, laws set the number of work hours. Why is this? You will 
understand this better if you learn about a holiday called International 
Workers' Day. It is celebrated in some countries on May 1 every year.

A little more than a hundred years ago, workers in many jobs were 
forced to work long hours. Workers were made to work all day with 
few or no breaks. Many workers were very tired of working so hard 
with little rest. So, many workers organized and agreed to change their 
situation.

In America, workers around the country agreed to begin a strike on May 1, 1886. What is a strike? It is when 
workers in a factory or other workplace stop working. They do this to protest something they don't like. In this 
case, the workers were protesting long hours and unsafe working conditions. Hundreds of workers at McCormick 
Harvesting Machine Company in Chicago stopped working.

On May 3, there was a fight between some Chicago police and striking workers. One worker was killed. This 
angered many workers. They agreed to meet the next day at Haymarket Square. This was a place in Chicago 
where farmers sold food.

The next day, May 4, thousands of workers arrived at Haymarket Square. Police arrived, too, and they wanted 
to send the workers home. Police demanded that the workers leave, but the workers didn't. Someone threw a 
homemade bomb at the crowd of police officers. When the bomb exploded, it killed seven police officers. The 
police then shot into crowd, killing four workers.

Because of this violence, police around the country broke up workers' organizations. Workers' efforts to have 
an 8-hour workday were stopped. In fact, the 8-hour workday didn't become law until almost 50 years later, in 
1935. The workers' organizations didn't stop, though. Many kept fighting for shorter workdays and weekends off 
from work. In most Western countries, workers have been mostly successful in getting safe work conditions and 
decent work hours.

Even though there was so much violence during May 1886 - and even though the workers didn't get what they 
wanted right then - people all over the world remember May 1 as a special day. On May 1 - May Day - workers 
all over the world are remembered and celebrated.
     

May Day

Questions

1. When is International Workers' Day celebrated? 

A. May 15th
B. May 20th
C. May 10th
D. May 1st
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2. In many Western countries, the number of work hours is set by law. 

A. true
B. false

3. When all workers in a factory or other workplace stop working in protest of something, it is called a 
______. 

A. Labor Day
B. strike
C. weekend
D. holiday

4. In 1886 in America, workers were protesting what? 

A. long hours and unsafe workplaces
B. small salaries
C. little work
D. too many holidays

5. Several people were killed in Chicago during the strike in May of 1886. 

A. true
B. false

6. What was the name of the square in Chicago where workers gathered on strike in 1886? 

A. McCormick
B. Haymarket
C. Harvesting
D. Farmers

7. How many hours a day did workers want to work? 

A. 2
B. 6
C. 4
D. 8

8. After the strike in 1886, workers immediately got what they demanded. 

A. true
B. false

15 + y = 28 What is the greatest 
common factor of 3 and 6?

What is the greatest 
common factor of 4 and 16?

How many ounces are in 6 pounds?

 ounces

Write an antonym for this word.
distinct
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There are approximately fifty-seven million 
metric tons of apples grown each year. It 
has been estimated that half of all the apples 
grown are eaten fresh. Approximately how 
many metric tons of apples are eaten fresh?

Jack picked 5/6 of a bushel of apples. He 

gave his aunt 1
6
 of a bushel. How much of 

the bushel of apples does he have left?

Jacob needs $36.56 to buy flowers for his 
mother on Forget Me Not Day. He has $10.13. 
If he saves $4 each week, how many weeks 
will it take him to save enough money to buy 
the flowers?

Four pounds of chocolates in a special tin 
costs $26.65. The store will gift wrap the tin 
for $3.95. The cost to ship the candy is $0.15 
per ounce. How much is the total cost to buy 
the candy, have it gift wrapped, and shipped?

70 ÷ 10 = 27 kg = g
List nine of the smallest whole numbers 
that are greater than 139, are multiples 
of 4, and are not multiples of 6.
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Jenna made 24 

hamburgers for her 

birthday party. She put 

lettuce and tomato on 1
2

 of them. She put onions 

and pickles on the rest of 

the hamburgers. How 

many hamburgers had 

lettuce and tomato on 

them?

Rose worked her fingers to 

the bone. Last week she 

worked 3 1
3
 hours 

Monday, 5 hours Tuesday, 

2 3
4
 hours Wednesday, 

and 5 2
3
 hours Thursday. 

She makes $6 per hour. 

How much did she make 

last week?

It was a full moon last 
night. Amy could see 
her shadow even 
though it was nighttime! 
Amy is 4 feet 8 inches 
tall. If her shadow 
were 8 feet tall, how 
tall would the shadow 
of a 1 foot 9 inches 
tree be?

39 + n = 55 Round 84,286 to the 
nearest hundred.

Estimate quickly the 
difference.
7,770 - 1,180

There were 51 cows in the 

herd. Of that number, 2
3

 were brown, 2/12 were 

black and white, and 1
6
 

were black. Which group 

had more cows in it?

Wendy went for a walk 
with her father. They 
started walking at 5:37 
a.m. They walked for 
66 minutes. What time 
was their walk over?

Jenna is going to be 
the flower girl at her 
sister's wedding. The 
wedding is at 3:30 p.m. 
Jenna has to be home 
at 1:20 p.m. to get 
ready. It is 10:39 a.m. 
now. How long is it 
before Jenna has to 
be at home?

word root ultra can mean beyond ultrasonic
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Sixty more than a number is one hundred 
twelve. What is the number?

If a number is decreased by 28, the result is 
18. What is the number?

Six times a number, decreased by thirteen, 
equals seventeen. What is the number?

Fourteen less than 6 times a number is 28. 
What is the number?
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Creative Caterpillars
By Erin Horner

Some animals protect themselves with claws. Some animals protect themselves 
with teeth. But how does a tiny caterpillar protect itself? Very creatively! Some 
caterpillars use their skin to keep them safe. The puss moth caterpillar has many 
spots on its skin. These spots look like eyes. When a predator looks at this caterpillar, 
he thinks that he is seeing a giant moth! This scares would-be attackers away. Others 
use their skin to blend into their habitat. The looper caterpillar looks just like a twig. 
Animals looking for a meal don't see a snack, they only see a stick. The wooly bear 
caterpillar also uses his skin for safety. He is very fuzzy. Most animals see his long 
hairs and leave him alone. While they might want to eat him, they don't want the 
mouthful of hair that will come with the meal. Caterpillars might not have claws or 
teeth but they do have great defenses. For some, great skin is about more than just 
good looks. It's about staying safe.

Creative Caterpillars

Questions

1. How does a puss moth caterpillar's skin keep him safe? 

2. The author probably wrote this passage to ______. 

A. Inform you about animal teeth
B. Persuade you to study caterpillars
C. Demonstrate how to stay safe in the wild
D. Describe how some caterpillars' skin keeps them safe from their enemies

3. Why do some enemies leave the wooly bear caterpillar alone? 

A. He roars like a bear.
B. He is very aggressive.
C. He is as big as a bear.
D. His skin is too hairy.

4. What is true about all of the caterpillars described in the story? 

A. Their skin helps to keep them safe.
B. They are poisonous.
C. They are fuzzy.
D. They blend into their habitats.

word root ification can mean process or an action specification, verification
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Only use a pencil to write the numbers on the blank 

lines.  You do not need any scrap paper!  Solve it in 

your head.  If you forget a number, then start over.  

Cool, huh?

imagine 4 in your 
head

add 5

subtract 7

imagine 7 in your 
head

double it

add 7

add 5

subtract 9

imagine 9 in your 
head

double it

subtract 9

subtract 8

add 3

add 6

imagine 5 in your 
head

multiply 4

subtract 8

subtract 6

Write the number.

A

Write the ones digit.

B

Write the even digit 
in your answer. Write the number.

C

What is the sum?

A + B + C

Wow!  Great job!  That's the answer, but do you know how to SPELL the number?

t e n

6 after 12 4 before 19 9 after 16

5 after 19 9 before 11 1 after 14

3 after 11 2 before 16 2 after 13
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Tallest of the Tall
By Jane Runyon

For many years, people were awed by the tallest building in the world. It was the 
Empire State Building in New York City. Movies were made using the Empire 
State Building as part of the scene. The original King Kong featured the ape 
hanging from the highest spire of the Empire State Building with his lady love. 
Space for offices becomes harder to find as population grows. Many builders used 
building up as the solution to the problems of space. Taller buildings than the 
Empire State Building were built over the years.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Sears Roebuck and Company became the largest retail 
store in the world. Everyone flocked to the nearest Sears store for their shopping 
needs. If they couldn't make it to the store, they dusted off their Sears catalogue and 
ordered what they wanted by phone. At its peak, Sears employed about 350,000 
people. The management of Sears wanted an easier way to manage their thriving 
business. They decided to bring the majority of their office employees under one 
roof. In 1969, after much discussion, they decided to build a new Sears office 
building near the famous Chicago Loop.

Much thought was put into the planning of this new building. Economists predicted that the retail market would 
continue to grow. Sears wanted to be ready for this growth. They wanted a building that they could grow into. 
The more they planned, the taller the building grew. In the early 1970s, the World Trade Center was being built in 
New York City. It was going to become the world's tallest building by the time it was completed. The plans for 
the Sears Tower quickly surpassed the final Trade Center.

Sears planned to use the upper stories of the skyscraper for their offices. They would rent office space in 
several lower floors to other businesses. As Sears grew, they would have the lower floors available to expand 
their own business. Sears Company paid for all construction costs. Construction was begun in April of 1971. Two 
years and one month later, the Sears Tower was completed. The total cost of construction was $175 million. It has 
been estimated that the same structure would cost close to $1 billion in today's economy.

The Sears Tower is 108 stories tall. A main roof and a mechanical penthouse add two more stories. Television 
antennas on the roof have extended the final height of the Sears Tower to 1,729 feet. That's almost one-third of a 
mile above the ground.

Business didn't turn out the way Sears expected. They were unable to rent the lower floor office space to other 
businesses. Much of the space on the lower floors remained empty for ten years. Other retail businesses such as 
Kmart, Kohl's, and Wal-Mart cut into the business Sears had counted on. By the early 1990s, Sears was forced to 
move out of their home and into smaller office space in suburban Chicago. The Sears Tower was sold. It has 
changed hands several times since that time, but the name stayed intact until 2009. Then it was bought by a 
company in London, England, Willis Group Holdings, and officially renamed the Willis Tower.

The Willis Tower is, today, the tallest office building in the United States. The Freedom Tower in New York 
City may someday surpass the height of the Sears Tower. The Freedom Tower will replace the World Trade 
Center, which was demolished after the 9/11 attack.

As long as the population of the world keeps growing, the need for taller buildings will grow. Just how high 
these buildings can go is a question that fascinates architects around the world.
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Tallest of the Tall

Questions

1. Sears Roebuck is a retail business. 

A. true
B. false

2. What building did King Kong climb? 

A. the Sears Tower
B. the Eiffel Tower
C. the Empire State Building
D. the World Trade Center

3. What did Sears plan to do with the Sears Tower? 

A. build television antennas on it
B. use it as a tourist attraction
C. use the upper stories for their own business
D. rent all the space for business offices

4. Why is there a need to build taller buildings? 

5. Why did Sears have to sell their tower? 

6. What happened to the World Trade Center? 

A. It was sold.
B. It was too short.
C. It was demolished after the 9/11 attack.
D. It is still standing.

7. How many official stories does the Sears Tower have? 

A. 108
B. 98
C. 118
D. 76

8. How much would it cost to build the Sears Tower today? 

A. $1 billion
B. $175 million
C. $500 million
D. $100 million
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A total of 80 jars of mustard were divided 
into 10 boxes. In each box, there were 5 jars 
of Dijon mustard. The rest of the jars 
contained yellow mustard. How many jars of 
yellow mustard were there in all?

Mrs. Lee gave each of her 3 children an 
equal amount of money to spend at the 
beach. She gave them $12.36 in all. How 
much money did each child get?

Anne and Erin are at the paint store.  They want to paint 4 rooms in their house.  Each 

room has 310 square feet of wall to be painted.  "How much paint do you think we should 

get?" Anne asks Erin.

 "This 1 gallon of paint says it should be enough to cover 190 square feet," replies Erin.

How many gallons should they get?  The store only sells whole gallons.

Jessica likes to multiply a number by itself.  Why?  Nobody knows!

"If I take my favorite number and multiply it by itself, the product will be only 12 away from 

16.  Can you guess my favorite number?" asks Jessica.
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45 24 +3 34

-24

+49

+19

+ 13 + 13

+2 24

96 512

+5

+ 23 - 14

+28

+58

+ 13

-18 170 16

5 8
- 2 2

Circle the digit in the hundredths place.

4,951.7522

How far do you think it is 
from your desk to your 
teacher's desk?  Write an 
estimate of the distance you 
think it could be.

1 lb = 16 oz

29 lb = oz

Amy multiplied two one-digit 
numbers and then added 108.  
The result was 172.  Jenna does 
not believe her and thinks Amy 
made a mistake.  Who is correct?

word root cand can mean shine or white candle, candid

Insert punctuation marks into this 
sentence.
A.A. Milne wrote To the 
uneducated, an A is just three 
sticks

6 0 7
- 4 4 2

3 9 4
+ 4 2 8
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ACROSS

1. Seven less than 4-Across

4. Eight times 8-Down

6. Five more than 12-Across

7. Five less than 14-Down

8. One-fourth of 12-Across

9. Nickels in three dollars
11. Five times 8-Down

12. Eight less than 11-Across

14. 8-Down plus 4-Across

15. Eight more than 8-Across

16. 13-Down plus 11-Across

DOWN

1. One-sixth of 9-Across

2. Six less than 9-Down

3. One less than 15-Across

5. Nine more than 8-Down

8. One-third of 9-Across

9. Two more than 9-Across

10. Four times 8-Down

11. 13-Down plus 9-Across

13. Five more than 9-Across

14. One-fifth of 13-Down

17. One-fifth of 3-Down

1 2 3 4

5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12

13

14

15 16 17

4 8
+ 3 2

Write the missing family fact.

153 ÷ 17 = 9
9 x 17 = 153
17 x 9 = 153

11 x 5 = 
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x

63

9 7

x

3 11

x

8 12

x

9 2

x

11 10

x

11 10

x

11 10

x

5 12

7 x =56 x 3 = 27 5 x =25

x 2 = 16 3 x = 15 x 4 = 24

x 9 =54 9 x =36 5 x =20

8 x =56 x 5 =45 x 8 = 72

10 x 6 = 8 x 11 = 7 x 8 =

5 x 4 = 9 x 6 = 8 x 9 =

9 x 8 = 2 x 11 = 4 x 12 =

12 x 5 = 7 x 2 = 7 x 5 =
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247
x

13

495
x

45

97
+

46

99
+

48
x

45 11

+

48
x

19
+

4 13 6

x

13
+

26
+

7 13

x

38
+ x

24 5

84
+

+ +

4
+

9
+ +

32
+

2 2 6 12 12 20

62
+

+ x

20
+

12
+

3
+

10
+

15 5 6 1 2 7

Write the reciprocal.

15
11

Write the reciprocal.

4
1

Write the reciprocal.

1
2

word root com can mean festivity comedy, comedian
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Ana Maria has applied for United 
States citizenship. She has studied 
American history and government 
for a long time and thinks she is 
ready to take the citizenship test. 
When she took the practice test 
online she answered fifty questions 
correctly and only missed three. 
What percent of the questions did 
she get right?

Emma made a calendar to organize 
her life. She used her computer and 
entered all her plans on the 
appropriate days. She had to be 
careful, though, because the squares 
were so small. Each square was 1.12 
inches on each side. What was the 
total area of 30 squares? Round your 
answer to the nearest hundredth.

66 divided by 6 equals How many centimeters in 
580.4 meters?

The perimeter of a 
rectangle is 16 cm.  The 
longer side is 5 cm.  How 
long is the shorter side?

There are 17 students in 
Ms. Young's class. 
During Let Reading Be 
Your Haven Month, the 
students read an 
average of 4.2 books 
each. How many books 
did the students read 
in all?

April used an entire 
21-yard roll of masking 
tape to make a 
cardboard house for 
her little sister. How 
many inches of 
masking tape did she 
use?

Kevin purchased 2 
pairs of tap shoes for 
$80.81 each. The 
computer multiplied 
the total by 1.07 to find 
the total cost including 
tax. What change did 
he get from $200?

How many meters are 
there in 36 kilometers?

What 6 coins add up to 31 
cents?

Estimate quickly the 
difference.
6,040 - 1,860
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÷ 8 = 4 ÷ 11 = 8 70 ÷ = 7

24 ÷ = 3 ÷ 8 = 12 ÷ 3 = 2

49 ÷ = 7 30 ÷ = 10 40 ÷ = 4

÷ 7 = 12 45 ÷ = 5 ÷ 6 = 5

15 ÷ 3 = 54 ÷ 6 = 49 ÷ 7 =

10 ÷ 5 = 14 ÷ 7 = 16 ÷ 2 =

56 ÷ 7 = 10 ÷ 2 = 27 ÷ 9 =

35 ÷ 5 = 24 ÷ 3 = 32 ÷ 4 =

9 8 1 10 8 0 4 1 2 4 8

x

16

2

x

16

4

x

9

3

x

18

2
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40
+

22

+

21 22

72
+

47

72
+

26

55
+

32

What is the area of a 
rectangle with sides 4 cm 
and 7 cm?

Yummy Donuts gave three 
dozen chocolate donuts 
and four dozen jelly donuts 
to the school.  How many 
donuts did they give?

A toy car can go 4 mph.  
How long would it take to 
go 5 miles?

What is 50% of 692?
20,  25,  ,   35,  40,  

45,  50

1
59049

,  1
6561

,  1
729

,  1
81
,  

,    (1) ,   (9) ,   (81) , 

  (729) 

Round 93,882 to the 
nearest hundred. 0,  S,  S,  u,  u,  O,  0,  S,  

S,  u,  u,  ,   0,  S,  S

12 - 4 + 2

Circle the word that is a synonym for the 
word frantic.

calm, collected, happy, agitated
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41 + 56

-28

-1 13

+53- 23

+5

+11 +4

-21

- 23

63 16

- 56

+6 56

-2 13 + 46

+56

+18

-8

+ 46

-15

+30 149 16

Write 3,973,076 in words.

Write this as a number in standard form.  
Use a comma in your number.

eight hundred twenty-five thousand,  one 
hundred twenty-five

12 x 6 = 

word root anim can mean spirit or life animal, animate

45 ÷ 5 = 
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8 7 2 8 6 2,
- 2 4 8 3 8,

9 7 0 5 4,
- 3 1 9 7 1,

9 5 4
- 2 1 0

Find the difference 
between 4095 and 509. 5 9 7

+ 9 6
3 9 0 2 7,

- 8 0

30 2 7 0 0

Divide and write remainder.

Divide and write 

remainder.

38
8
 =

33 1 5 4

Divide and write remainder.

5 0 7 3 1,
- 2 7 3 3 9,

4 4 6
- 4 1

420 is how much more 
than 856?
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