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Goal:  Describe a character

Imagine a female character to be featured in a story you will write about sports.  Describe a 
character you think might do well in the sport you choose to write about.  To help you know 
your character, answer the following questions.
1. What is the character's name?
2. What are five adjectives that describe the character?
3. What are the character's hobbies?
4. What is the character's occupation?
5. If your character walked into the room, what would she say?
6. What is the character's dream or goal?
Now that you know your character, write a character description.  Use some of the details 
above, or include any others you choose.
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Write a short story.  Use as many of these words as you can.
Circle each word in the word box that appears in your story.

chirp implant illuminate paper misgovern weaker foe
escaped powerful peeks announce quartz jubilation burn
license cold supervise

word root phor can mean carry metaphor, euphoria
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Goal:  Anticipate opposing arguments

Jacques-Yves Cousteau was a famous oceanographer who published many books and films 
regarding the sea.  Do you think we should spend more money exploring the ocean or outer 
space?  Write a letter to a congressman expressing your opinion on how money should be 
spent.  Support your opinion with reasons.  To help you get ready to write, consider both sides 
of the issue.
1. List three convincing reasons why more money should be spent on space exploration.
2. List three convincing reasons why more money should be spent on exploring the ocean.
3. Take a stand.  Write a sentence that expresses your opinion.
Write your letter.  Convince your congressman to spend money on something you feel is 
worthwhile.
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Did you know that you don't always have to use the word shy in your writing?  Try to use different words for an 

overused word like shy.  It will make your work more fun for others to read.

Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
I N T R O V E R T E D
U N A S S E R T I V E
S S C O Y
K H B A S H F U L H
I E T U
T E I M M
T P M B E
I I D E M U R E I L E
S S M O U S Y D E K
H H R E S E R V E DWrite the words found.

RESERVED MEEK

Now rewrite this without using the word shy.  Add one or two of your own sentences using some of the words 

you found in the word search.

It's difficult to be a new student in school because you want to shy away from people and places you don't know.  

It's a good idea to introduce yourself to shy, new kids to make them feel welcome.

My favorite two words to use instead of shy are:

and

How many words do you think it takes to improve your writing?

Fifty.  That's 50!  There are about 50 overused words we often use in writing and conversations.

When you find yourself repeating, try something different.  It doesn't take much work to sound amazing!
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Goal:  Write an editorial

Since this is Presidents Day, it seems a suitable day for writing a letter to the editor to express 
your opinion on what you think the president should be concerned with.  Do you think more 
attention should be spent on national security, space exploration, global warming issues, bird flu 
pandemic issues? These are but a few of the issues that you might consider important.  Back in 
1962, America was lagging behind Russia in the "space race."  Because Americans didn't want to 
seem second-rate when compared with their Cold War adversary, the push was on to make 
advancements in the space race. As we enter into a new era with its own set of distinguishing 
problems, what do you want the government to spend its energies on? Write a letter to the 
editor expressing your opinion about this.
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Uncover the Story Number 1 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Uncover the Story Number 2 (Pick just one story to uncover!)

What is going on?  Write as many ideas as you can fit in the box.

My ideas...
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Which story did you decide to uncover?  Check one.

Uncover the Story Number 1 Uncover the Story Number 2

Best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

SECOND best idea I had to describe this picture:

Add a detail to this idea:

Uncover the main character.  Give the main character a name.  Is the main character in the 

picture?
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Words can be to the RIGHT, DOWN, LEFT, or UP.  Every letter is used ONCE.
F F I F E D H E I A G Y I E L D F
O I G E G A I S G S P Y N S W R B J O
R N N S R E G C N L P A I U O O I O R
E I O T E H N E O E R P N B R W G B E
C S R I M E I N R I O E G M E N O T M
A H A V B R T I E G V R I I G N A T O
S E N A U O E C D H E P E T G N U R S
T D T L S F E R O N G I R E R U P T TWrite the words found.

FOREMOST ERUPT

33 ÷ 11 = 
How many yards are in 15 feet?

 yards
9 8

- 7 7

Write an equation to represent this:

The difference between eighteen and 
three is fifteen.

1 cm = 10 mm

13 cm = mm

Amanda has two favorite 
numbers.  If you add her 
favorite numbers, you get 23.  
If you multiply her favorite 
numbers, you get 120.  What 
are her mystery numbers?

10 x 5 = 4 8 9
+ 4 2 3

4 9
+ 3 8

word root cor can mean heart courageous, concord
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