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The President Is Shot
By Jane Runyon

On the afternoon of March 30, 1981, many Americans experienced a 
feeling of déjà vu. Déjà vu is the name given to the feeling that a person 
has seen or experienced an event before. Many Americans couldn't help 
having that feeling on this day.

The news hit TVs and radios immediately. President Ronald Reagan 
had been shot. He was leaving a hotel in Washington, D.C., turned to 
wave at some of the people gathered to see him, and fell toward the 
ground. Before he could hit the ground, his Secret Service agents 
whisked him into his car and headed to the hospital. This same story had 
been heard before.

On November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was riding in a 
motorcade through Dallas, Texas. He smiled and waved to the crowd that had gathered to see him. Shots rang out 
from a nearby building. The president collapsed into the backseat of the car and was immediately taken to the 
nearest hospital. He was pronounced dead at the hospital. Now, just seventeen years later, the news sounded 
eerily the same.

At the scene of the Reagan shooting, police and Secret Service agents rushed to where the gunshots had come 
from. They pinned the man who had tried to assassinate the president against a nearby wall. They didn't want this 
gunman to escape. The man turned out to be John Hinckley. Hinckley was 25 years old. He was the son of a 
wealthy oil executive. What would make a young man like this try to kill the President of the United States? As it 
turned out, Hinckley was a very confused fellow. He later confessed to police and federal agents that he was 
trying to get a young movie star named Jodie Foster to pay some attention to him. He had become so obsessed 
with Miss Foster that reason had left him.

Investigators determined that Hinckley had been able to pull the trigger on his $25 gun six times. The first 
bullet hit White House Press Secretary James Brady in the head. The second bullet hit a D.C. policeman in the 
back. The third hit the window of a building across the street. The fourth hit Secret Service agent Timothy 
McCarthy in the stomach. The fifth hit the bullet-proof glass on the side of the president's car. The sixth hit the 
side of the president's car, ricocheted off the side, and hit the president under his left arm.

When President Reagan reached the hospital, it was decided that an operation needed to be performed right 
away. The bullet that had hit him had missed his heart by mere centimeters. It was a matter of life and death. 
When the president cannot, for any reason, carry out his duties, the vice president temporarily takes over the 
decision making for the country. The vice president in 1981 was George H. W. Bush. Unfortunately, Mr. Bush 
was in Texas at the time of the shooting. It would take hours before he could be flown back to the capital. 
Secretary of State Alexander Haig announced to the world that he was in charge of the country until Vice 
President Bush could be returned to the White House.

Surgery on the president was successful. The country breathed a sigh of relief. It didn't take long for the 
president's sense of humor to return. While in the hospital, he impressed those in attendance with his quick 
responses. When Mrs. Reagan arrived at the hospital, President Reagan is quoted as saying, "Honey, I forgot to 
duck." Before surgery, he said to all of the surgical team, "Please tell me you're all Republicans." Remembering 
that he was supposed to be in Philadelphia that evening, he told one of the nurses, "All in all, I'd rather be in 
Philadelphia."

Not everyone was as fortunate as President Reagan. James Brady's head injury was very serious. He became 
permanently disabled from his wound. Soon after the events of March 30, Brady's wife, Sarah, became the leader 
of a movement to control guns in order to cut down on gun violence.

On June 21, 1981, John Hinckley was found not guilty by reason of insanity. He was placed in St. Elizabeth's 
Hospital in Washington, D.C., where he resides today. Not everyone agreed with the verdict. The prosecutors in 
the case felt that they had proven that he was indeed sane at the time of the shooting.
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President Reagan died in June 2004 at the age of 93. He had suffered from Alzheimer's disease for ten years. In 
the end, he didn't even remember the day he almost lost his life while president.
     

The President Is Shot

Questions

1. President Reagan was shot in Dallas, Texas, after a meeting. 

A. false
B. true

2. Why did John Hinckley shoot President Reagan? 

A. He didn't like Republicans.
B. He wanted to impress a movie star.
C. He didn't like gun control laws.
D. He didn't like the president.

3. What job did Alexander Haig hold in Washington? 

A. Speaker of the House
B. vice president
C. Secretary of State
D. press secretary

4. How exactly did President Reagan receive his wound? 

5. Why didn't John Hinckley go to jail? 

6. Who was the most seriously injured person in this shooting? 

A. the president
B. the president's press secretary
C. a policeman
D. a Secret Service agent

7. Who was the vice president at the time of the shooting? 

A. George H.W. Bush
B. Alexander Haig
C. James Brady
D. John F. Kennedy
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8. How many years passed between the shooting of President Kennedy and President Reagan? 

A. fifteen
B. seventeen
C. twenty
D. eighteen

0.19  7 = 
4 x 2 - 2 + 12 - 11 3 x 72 ÷ 6 - 12 ÷ 4 = 

(12 + 5 + 6) = If a = 9 and b = 51.9,
then
2a + b - a =

8 x 8 x 8 x 8 x 8 = 8x

What is the value of x?

What is the prime 
factorization of 9? 9,  9,  9,  5,  5,  9,  9,  9,  

9,  5,  5,  9,  9,  9,  9,  9,  

5,  5,  9,  9,  9,  9,  9,  9,  

5,  ,   9,  9

What is the area of a 

rectangle with a length 

of 40 centimeters and a 

width that is 1
4
 the 

length?

6
10
 x 2

10
 (15,625) ,   (3,125) ,   

(625) ,  ,    (25) ,   

(5) ,   (1) ,  1
5
,  1

25

|-7| + n = 10

n =
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A polygon has thirteen vertices.  How many 
sides does the polygon have?

A) 23

B) 4

C) 13

D) 14

What is 0.054 expressed as a percent?

A) 54%

B) 540%

C) 5.4%

D) 0.54%

(19 x 18 - 10) + 13 = _____ + 21?

A) 324

B) 345

C) 341

D) None of the above

Which answer is equivalent to
50 + 2,000,000 + 100 + 400,000?

A) 2501040

B) 2400501

C) 1002540

D) 2400150

How many pounds in 208 ounces?

A) 7 pounds

B) 18 pounds

C) 13 pounds

D) 24 pounds

What is 154,858,398 rounded to the nearest 
ten million?

A) 554781586

B) 343612060

C) 150000000

D) 154858400
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Can you guess the word?
No duplicate letters can be used.

H E R O I C
The letter H is in the word
and is in the correct spot.

A S C E N D
The letter S is in the word, 
but S is not in that spot.

A B C D E F G H I J K L

A list of letters will be given that
have not been used. Good luck!

O F I N T O N R R G T M H T H RO NG

RO R R N N N EO N T T E HO I S T C

Z NG R T GNO ROC R EOA S R I T

T R N NG T I R GOOO R H R T T W E

W I V T J E RW I N T E R F T R T J E

F J I N R H NG T NWC T O YOA R K

N N T RO N RO T G T T I Y GNWK E

J R N S R T R N R F R I MG T GY E J

Hint: There are no duplicate letters in the answer.

W I N T E R
T H R O N G

A B C D F J K L M P Q S U V X Y

Z

Let's check if you guessed correctly. Look across or 
down to find the correct answer.

L M T O Q P W M A X M S O A R

P N E L L Z N M O N R T L O X

T T E N T O O T A D V N F M T

L M E T T S M A L N E W L N N

I A D M O A L H M O T S M T N

T N A E L T L T H N E L T E D

O T S M Z A A M V M E A E T C

N B T A L L M Z O N E T S M N

Hint: There are no duplicate letters in the answer.

M O D E S T
M E N T A L

B C F G H I J K P Q R U V W X Y

Z

Let's check if you guessed correctly. Look diagonally 
to find the correct answer. (DIAGONAL!)

N P AM E MM S T NMA I M L M L N R

MWH I E N S E T RO T DGA R N NV

N N L L Y D I N N R M T MGNG EO E

H T I I N I I A F I I V I E S R E J T

N T D H I J A A N E A N E E I I WNA

E MDA E A I S N D I L G E N S E I N

Hint: There are no duplicate letters in the answer.

S T R I N G
N O V I C E
M E D I A N
B F H J K L P Q U W X Y Z

Let's check if you guessed correctly. Look diagonally 
to find the correct answer. (DIAGONAL!)
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Carl Friedrich Gauss, Mathematician
By Cindy Grigg

Carl Friedrich Gauss made many discoveries in mathematics, 
astronomy, and physics. A magnetic unit of measurement is named for 
him. Gauss was born on April 30, 1777, in Brunswick, now part of 
Germany. His parents were uneducated, working class people. It was 
clear at an early age that Carl was a "Wonder Child." At the age of two,
he taught himself the alphabet and could read aloud. At the age of three,
he corrected a mistake his father had made in adding a list of numbers 
on paper. Carl had added them correctly in his head.

Another famous story about Carl's amazing mathematical ability 
happened when he was in third grade. His teacher, to keep Carl busy, 
told him to add all the numbers from one to one hundred. He expected 
this would keep the seven-year-old Carl busy for some time. To his 
teacher's amazement, Carl had the correct answer in just a few minutes!
Would you like to learn Carl's secret?

Carl noticed that he could pair the numbers, and each pair of numbers had the same sum. For instance, one plus 
one hundred is one hundred one. Two plus ninety-nine is one hundred one. Three plus ninety-eight is one hundred 
one. Then he realized he would have fifty pairs of numbers whose sum was one hundred one. Then he could 
multiply fifty times one hundred one to get the sum of all the numbers from one to one hundred. The answer is 
5,050.

Let's try another example. Suppose I asked you to add the even numbers from one to twenty. First, you might 
list the even numbers: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20. Now pair the numbers: the highest with the lowest, 
then second-highest with second-lowest, and so on. 20 + 2 = 22. 18 + 4 = 22, and on to 10 + 12 = 22. How many 
pairs of numbers do you have? You should have five pairs of numbers whose sums are twenty-two. Twenty-two 
multiplied by five equals one hundred ten. Now use a calculator to actually add the even numbers from one to 
twenty. You can use the list above. They do add up to one hundred ten! This method will work on any list of 
numbers! You just need to know how many pairs of numbers you will have and the sum of the pairs. Then 
multiply those numbers together. Now, imagine how difficult adding the numbers from one to one hundred would 
be without a calculator!

Carl continued to solve many mathematical and scientific problems throughout his lifetime. He failed to 
publish many of his ideas at the time of discovery. It has been said that he could have advanced the field of 
mathematics by fifty years if he had shared his ideas when he came up with them. He is considered one of the 
very best mathematicians in history.
     

Carl Friedrich Gauss, Mathematician

Questions

1. In what modern-day country was Gauss born? 

A. Brunswick
B. Canada
C. United States
D. Germany

edhelper.com Sixth Grade Reading Comprehension and Math

https://www.edhelper.com/ReadingComprehensions_Grade6.html


Name: edHelper

2. Gauss' parents were ______. 

A. uneducated, working class
B. royalty
C. mathematicians
D. educated, upper class

3. At what age did Carl begin to read? 

A. three
B. seven
C. five
D. two

4. What is the first step in finding the sum of whole numbers from one to twenty? 

A. Pair the numbers.
B. List the numbers.
C. Multiply the sum of the pairs by the number of pairs.
D. Find out how many pairs of numbers there are.

5. What is the second step in finding the sum of whole numbers from one to twenty? 

A. Multiply the sum of the pairs by the number of pairs.
B. Find out how many pairs of numbers there are.
C. Pair the numbers.
D. List the numbers.

6. What is the third step in finding the sum of whole numbers from one to twenty? 

A. Pair the numbers.
B. Find out how many pairs of numbers there are.
C. List the numbers.
D. Multiply the sum of the pairs by the number of pairs.

7. What is the last step in finding the sum of whole numbers from one to twenty? 

A. Multiply the sum of the pairs by the number of pairs.
B. List the numbers.
C. Find out how many pairs of numbers there are.
D. Pair the numbers.

8. What is the answer to the problem above? 

A. 210
B. 110
C. 100
D. 200

Write the reciprocal.

2
1

Write the reciprocal.

2
7

Write the reciprocal.

5
19
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Jenna took 68% of the money in her bank 
account and spent it on a weekend vacation. 
She originally had $180 in her bank account. 
Of the money she took out, she spent half of 
it on food. How much did she spend on food 
during her weekend vacation?

Ms. Lee used two dozen mudbugs in her soup.
The recipe makes 20 cups of soup. 
Approximately how many mudbugs are in 
each cup of soup? (Round off the answer to 
the nearest whole number.)

Hunter is painting two stripes on the sleeves 
of his white t-shirt. He can use red, blue, 
yellow, or purple paint. How many different 
ways can he paint the stripes if the order is 
important?

Seafloor rocks from a secret area above the 
Arctic Circle were recently analyzed by 
Z-Globe. The company had a contract with 
Spacegov.biz to test the rocks for nickel. 
Z-Globe found that seven samples from the 
first location were composed of an average 
of 8.43% nickel. Six samples from the second 
location yielded an average of 7.81% nickel. 
What was the overall average nickel content 
of the rock samples? Round your answer to 
the nearest hundredth. (Remember it is not 
the average of the two averages.)

In the number 978,268, the digit 7 is in 
what place? 65,791 + 65,718 =  
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Mrs. Lewis's class is raising money for needy people during March.

Anna saved a dime for each day of the month to donate.

Billy saved a quarter each day.  Who collected more money?  By how much more?

Remove two numbers so that the sum of the remaining numbers is 66.

56

42

27

17

7
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Make change.  You can use $20, $10, $5, $1, 25¢, 10¢, 5¢,  or 1¢.

Make $37.33 any way you want!

Make $37.13 any way you want!

Make $13.33 any way you want!

Make $17.54 any way you want!

How many feet are in 6 yards?

 feet
20 cm = mm

50 ÷ 10 =  

edhelper.com Sixth Grade Reading Comprehension and Math

https://www.edhelper.com
https://www.edhelper.com/ReadingComprehensions_Grade6.html


Name: edHelper

Tyrannosaurus Rex
By Cindy Grigg

Tyrannosaurus rex (tih-RAN-uh-SORE-us REHX) was a dinosaur 
that lived on Earth 67 million years ago. Its name means "tyrant lizard 
king." It was one of the biggest carnivores that ever lived. Carnivores 
are animals that eat meat.

T. rex was as tall as a two-story building and as long as a school 
bus. It walked on its two thick, heavy back legs. It had a thick, heavy 
tail. It had a huge head with sharp teeth that were six inches long. It 
had tiny little arms with only two fingers on each hand. The tiny arms 
might have been to help balance its heavy head. If the arms were larger 
and heavier, T. rex might have fallen on his face!

Scientists aren't sure if T. rex was a predator. It might have hunted 
and killed other animals, or it might have been a scavenger. It might have eaten animals that were already dead. 
Those short arms would not have been very helpful in a fight!

T. rex died out at the end of the Cretaceous period, about 65.5 million years ago, along with all the other 
dinosaurs. Fossils of T. rex have been found in North America.

Tyrannosaurus Rex

Questions

1. Tyrannosaurus rex was a ______.. 

A. meat eater
B. dinosaur
C. carnivore
D. all of the above

2. The author's main purpose for writing this story was to ______. 

A. express the writer's personal feelings about T. rex
B. entertain readers with a funny story about prehistoric animals
C. persuade readers that T. rex was a gentle giant
D. inform readers with facts about T. rex

3. Tyrannosaurus rex had ______ fingers on each hand. 

A. four
B. five
C. two
D. three

4. Tyrannosaurus rex means ______. 
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5. What do you think T. rex used its tiny arms for? 

Change to a fraction.
12%

Write the ratio as a 
fraction in lowest terms.
2 to 7

Write as a percent.

1
2

7 x 7 x 7 x 7 = Zy

What is the value of Z 

and y?

414 ÷ 10
0.3 (0.9 (0.3 x 3)) = 

Rewrite 19
25
 as a decimal.

|79| + [-67| = What is the greatest 
common factor of the 
numbers 26 and 91?

A circle graph has four 
sections.  Only three 
sections are labeled.  The 
labels are 30.29%, 25.15%, 
and 16.56%.  What should 
the missing section be?

Maria told the class that 
they should drink about 1.86 
liters of water per day.  
There are 15 kids in the 
class, including Maria.  They 
will all try to do that.  How 
much water will the class 
drink in a day?

1
4
 + 3

s
 = 5

8

s = 
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N
10
 = 11 9

N
 = 3

5y = 45

28y = 1148 9y = 27 15y = 60

N
38
 = 24 N

38
 = 32 N

2
 = 2

15y = 30 8m = 40
18
N
 = 6
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Rose helped her aunt pick tomatoes 
from her garden. It was hard work 
and it made her back hurt, but it was 
worth it. Those juicy fresh tomato 
sandwiches would be delicious! They 
picked tomatoes from 7:30 a.m. until 
12:02 p.m. For how long did Rose and 
her aunt pick tomatoes?

Max began his newspaper route at 
3:22 p.m. Monday afternoon and 
finished it at 5:44 p.m. He got very hot 
while he was working and stopped 
for twelve minutes to cool off and 
have a soda. One of his customers 
stopped him for five minutes to talk 
about the weather. How long did Max 
spend actually delivering 
newspapers?

What is the greatest 
common factor of the 
numbers 32 and 64?

Simplify.

6
14
 = 

5
24
 ÷ 5

6
 =

Miss Anderson will teach 

her students to make 

friendship bracelets 

tomorrow. She wants to 

organize all the materials 

today. Each student will 

need 4 pieces of thread. If 

each piece is 1 2
3
 feet 

long, how many feet of 

thread will each student 

get?

Five pounds of 
chocolates in a special 
tin costs $28.69. The 
store will gift wrap the 
tin for $3.95. The cost 
to ship the candy is 
$0.15 per ounce. How 
much is the total cost 
to buy the candy, have 
it gift wrapped, and 
shipped?

Mr. Brown bought a 
new golf umbrella. It 
was a very large, very 
nice umbrella and cost 
$25.22. How much did 
Mr. Brown pay for his 
umbrella including 7% 
sales tax?

word root pug can mean fight pugilism, pugilist
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Mr. Bloop watched the 
weather report before 
school. According to 
the report, there was a 
30% chance of rain 
today. What is the 
probability that it will 
not rain?

Jacob took a bicycle 
trip on a Saturday 
afternoon. Now, 
knowing that there are 
100 centimeters in a 
meter, and 1,000 
meters in a kilometer, 
how many centimeters 
did he ride if his trip 
was 0.7 kilometers long?

A particular pail has a 
capacity of 0.43 kg of 
sand. How many pails 
full of sand would it 
take to make a 
sandcastle containing 
71 kg of sand?

Simplify.

13,800
16,100

 = 

6
9
 x 5

9

12c - 7.6 = 28.4

c = 

In a weird new card 
game, Megan scored 
38,074 points during 
the first round. She 
scored four times that 
many points during the 
second round. How 
many points did she 
score in total during 
both rounds together?

If you predict that 5 
coin tosses will result in 
5 heads in a row, what 
is the probability that 
you are correct?

Their enemies called 
the Vikings' longship, or 
drakkar, the "dragon 
ship." The average 
length of a drakkar 
was approximately 91 
feet. What was the 
average length of a 
drakkar in meters? 
Round off your answer 
to the nearest meter. (1 
foot = 0.3 meter)
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It's a Mystery!
By Beth Beutler

There is a type of storytelling that many people like. It is mystery writing. 
A writer creates an exciting story. It may be based on a true event. It may be 
made up. It may be hard to figure out the ending. The reader will often find 
clues along the way. Sometimes, the ending is a big surprise. Many readers 
like to try to figure out the mystery as they read. Do you?
     

It's a Mystery!

Questions

1. Which type of story is the author writing about? 

A. Romance
B. Biography
C. Mystery
D. History

2. Readers like to ______ out a mystery as they read. 

3. All mystery stories are based on true events. 

A. False
B. True

4. What helps a reader figure out a mystery? 

A. Clues
B. An answer key
C. A dictionary
D. None of the above
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On Pick Up Some Litter Day, 4
5
 of the fifth 

grade students helped clean up the 

playground. Of the students who helped, 1
3

 worked for more than an hour. What part of 

the fifth grade students worked for more 

than an hour?

Feldspar is a common mineral on Earth. By 
some estimates, feldspar makes up 
three-fifths of the mineral mass in the crust. 
Convert this fraction to a percent.

Zeeka has invented a new space vehicle to go from his home planet of Zomba to his 

friend's planet of Oomba.  It is a fun ride!  It can fly at a speed of 720 mph.  How far will it 

go in 10 minutes?

If n = 9 and y = -43 then 
what is 9n - 14y - 2y = ? Simplify.

246
369

 = 

In what quadrant would 
you find the point (-2, -1)?

word root sci can mean know conscience, omniscient
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Make change.  You can use $20, $10, $5, $1, 25¢, 10¢, 5¢,  or 1¢.

Make $54.23 any way you want!

Make $27.13 any way you want!

Make $33.56 any way you want!

Make $41.16 any way you want!

5 x 3 =  

Holly rolls a die.  What is the 
chance of her rolling a 3?
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The block below is the sum of the two blocks above.  Fill in the missing blocks.

11.16 6.1 15 19.4 3.9 9 17.69 12.7

23.3

1509.89

3 12
3
11

7 522

18 811

29 2122

1 km = 1,000 m

25 km = m

Circle the greatest number:
2,453 186,907,670
26,147,509 921,354
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Get a fidget spinner!  Spin it. I needed to spin time(s) to finish.

H,  ,   L,  N,  P,  R,  T, 

 V,  X,  Z

45 ÷ 5 =
You need to add what to 
68 to get 77?

Is 428 closer to 400 or 
500?

What is 18 less than 1,299? 6 + 3 x 2 + 5

Write the first 10 multiples 
of 4.

Yummy Donuts gave three 
dozen chocolate donuts 
and six dozen jelly donuts 
to the school.  How many 
donuts did they give?

37486,  48637,  63748,  

74863,  86374,  37486,  

,   63748,  74863,  

86374,  37486,  48637,  

63748,  74863

117,  126,  135,  ,   153, 

 162,  171,  180,  189

It was 5 degrees below 
zero in the morning.  By 
afternoon the temperature 
rose 17 degrees.  How 
warm was it?

A rectangle is 23 cm on 
one side and 11 cm on 
another side.  What is the 
perimeter?
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Spin again. I needed to spin time(s) to finish.

What number is halfway 
between 0 and 14? 54 ÷ 6 =

Write the number that is 
one thousand more than 
2,349.

Circle the four numbers 
whose sum equals 45.

    10       15       12       12

    14       9       15       5

    8       8       17       5

Draw a small clock that 
shows 20 minutes to 6:00.

Name the shape with 
seven sides and seven 
angles.

Write 8
16
 in lowest terms. J,  I,  L,  L,  ,   O,  P, 

 R,  R,  U

What 6 coins add up to 67 
cents?

Draw a number line 

with 0, 1
2
, and 1.  Show 

where 5
10
 would go.  Is 

5
10
 closer to 0, 1

2
, or 1?

What is 50% of 652? The perimeter of a 
rectangle is 16 cm.  The 
longer side is 6 cm.  How 
long is the shorter side?
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The Night of Broken Glass
By Jane Runyon

Jewish people enjoyed a happy life in Europe during the 1920s. Many Jewish businessmen became wealthy. 
They lived prosperous lives. When the Nazi government of Adolf Hitler took over Germany in the 1930s, all of 
that changed. Hitler did not like the Jews. He told the German people that it was the Jewish businessmen who 
caused the Germans to lose World War I. He preached that the Jewish race was inferior to the Aryan race that 
Nordic Germans were descended from. Hitler wanted to rid Germany of all Jews.

An opportunity arose for Hitler to begin his plan to eliminate the Jewish population in 1938. The event started 
in October of that year. Some 17,000 Jews had left Poland in the 1920s to live in Germany. The German 
government decided that they were living illegally in Germany. They were arrested, and the police marched them 
to the river which formed the border between Poland and Germany. The Polish Jews were forced to walk across 
the river and back to Poland. When they reached the Polish side of the river, the Polish border guards refused to 
let them back into the country. So the group was forced to walk back across the river to the German border. Of 
course, the German guards would not allow them back into Germany.

This exhausted group of people was forced to remain standing in the river in the rain for several days. Finally, 
Poland allowed the group to enter their country only to be placed in a concentration camp. A concentration camp 
is an area where political prisoners are held. Conditions in these camps are very bad. Some of the Polish Jews 
found the conditions so bad that they tried to escape back to Germany. They were shot and killed trying to do so.

Many Jews living in other parts of Europe objected to the treatment the German and Polish Jews were 
receiving. One such man was Herschel Grynszpan who was living in France. He tried to talk to a German 
embassy official in Paris to see what could be done. This official, Ernst vom Rath, stated that there was nothing 
he could do about the situation. After several more attempts to persuade vom Rath without success, Grynszpan's 
frustration erupted. He shot vom Rath on November 7. Vom Rath died two days later.

When news of vom Rath's death reached Hitler, he seized the opportunity. He turned the situation over to his 
man in charge of propaganda, Joseph Goebbels. Goebbels declared that the government would not organize 
retaliation against the Jews for this assassination But if the people wanted to seek revenge themselves, the 
government would not stand in the way. This turned into an open invitation for unofficial "soldiers" to run wild in 
Jewish neighborhoods.

On the night of November 9, 1938, Nazis stormed the streets of Germany and Austria destroying anything 
belonging to Jews who lived in the area. In two days' time, over 1,500 synagogues, Jewish places of worship, 
were burned to the ground. More than 7,000 shops and businesses belonging to Jews had been shattered. The 
broken glass from these stores led to the night being called the "Night of Broken Glass," or in German, 
"Kristallnacht."

Many modern Germans object to the night being called "Kristallnacht." The translation of this term is "Crystal 
Night." These citizens believe that giving it a name like that makes it sound more shining and glittering that it 
should be remembered.

The "Night of Broken Glass" was one of the first pogroms against the Jews in Germany. A pogrom is 
persecution or a massacre of a group of people that is upheld by the government in charge. There were many 
pogroms to follow. The morning after the "Night of Broken Glass," more than 30,000 Jews were arrested in 
Austria and Germany and sent to concentration camps. Their only crime was being Jewish. More than 2,000 
concentration camp deaths can be directly connected to the events of November 9, 1938.
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The Night of Broken Glass

Questions

1. Kristallnacht means Crystal Night in English. 

A. true
B. false

2. What party was in charge of the German government in the 1930s? 

A. Republican
B. Jewish
C. Nationalist
D. Nazi

3. What did Hitler blame the Jewish people for? 

4. What is a pogrom? 

5. What did the German people destroy on the "Night of Broken Glass"? 

A. synagogues
B. businesses
C. Jewish property
D. all of the above

6. What triggered the destruction of Jewish property? 

A. a letter
B. a fight
C. a war
D. an assassination

7. Where were arrested Jews sent? 

A. America
B. England
C. Austria
D. concentration camps
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Solve for z.

z + 9 = 11

How would you calculate 54% of 400?

0.54 x 400 0.54 ÷ 400

5.4 ÷ 400 54 x 400

Skill: Expressions and Equations Skill: Percents

Circle the smallest number.

3.6 3.8 3.9

What is the greatest common factor of 20 and 25?

Skill: Positive and Negative Numbers Skill: Whole Numbers, Factors, and Prime Numbers

Circle the prime numbers.

There may be multiple answers.

22 35 7

Fifty people were asked, "Would you rather stay in 
during a snow day or build a fort?" Eleven said they 
would build a fort. What percent  would build a 
fort?

11% 22%

Skill: Fractions and Mixed Numbers (multiplication/division) Skill: Percents

What is the value of
4m
12
when m is 3?

1 4 5 3

If 4y + 9 = 17, then which of the following is true?

y = 0 y = 3 y = 4

y = 2

Skill: Algebra Skill: Expressions and Equations
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The Giant Panda
By Vickie Chao
Rewritten as a very quick reader by Cindy Grigg

Giant pandas are bears. They are mammals. There are not very many giant 
pandas living in the wild. They are endangered. They live only in a small part 
of China, a country in Asia. You might see pandas in a zoo. Pandas are 
covered with soft fur. They are white with black legs. They have black fur 
around their eyes. Their ears are black, too. They have short tails. Adult 
pandas weigh about two hundred pounds. Pandas eat a plant called bamboo. 
Giant pandas have strong jaws. They can crush bamboo with their large, flat 
teeth. They spend at least twelve hours each day eating. They need to eat 
about thirty pounds of bamboo each day. Giant pandas are loners. They do 
not live in groups. Baby giant pandas are very small. When they are born, 
they are about as big as a stick of butter!
     

The Giant Panda

Questions

1. Giant pandas are ______. 

A. bears
B. mammals
C. endangered
D. all of the above

2. What color are giant pandas? 

3. Where do giant pandas live? 

A. in the United States
B. in China
C. in Australia
D. in Japan

4. Giant pandas eat ______. 

A. meat
B. any kind of plant
C. bamboo
D. all of the above

word root loqu can mean talk eloquent, loquacious
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Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
D B H H A D P E R S O N N E L
I A E I R U W E K N E E S Q R
S N R S M E I N V E N T U E
L P R E D E C E S S O R S I M
I L E A S T P I C K L E S T A
K B A N W I N D U N T I L R
E O R M A N U S C R I P T S K
S S H O R E S F O R E M O S TWrite the words found.

FOREMOST REMARK

Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
A M S C P A I N S T A K I N G
S O N E R E P U T A T I O N V
I A U L A T T E N T I V E A
L T G L D O A D D I T I O N L
L S M O D I F I C A T I O N U
I N S T R U C T I O N M U D E
C R E W C R E E K R O Y A L S

L O C K E X C E P T I O N SWrite the words found.

EXCEPTIONS VALUES
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Select the word or phrase whose meaning is closest to the given word.

EXTRANEOUS

irrelevant
too much

protracted
fundamental

comical

BUOYANT

gloomy
disinterested

cheerful
thrilled

charming

LAX

tired
hungry
strict

not strict
recreational

PEDESTRIAN

atypical
uncouth
ironic

ordinary
unique

RUPTURE

flow
scar
burst
stitch

scythe

SUAVE

delicious
charming
extensive
cleanly
shiny

CRYPTIC

aged
deadly

mysterious
inactive
creepy

CONDONE

flabbergast
deny
test

permit
mesmerize

FATAL

mortal
predestined

indefinite
temporary

deadly

Now find the given words AND the answers in the word search.  If you can't find an answer, you might be wrong.

B N E T N R U A Y C E L I R A D N O T S T R I C T E B R L N Y A O R

T U R S D E C F A T A L Y L D A E D T S R U B E A T F P R N R I Q R

T E O O S U N T S O T N A V E L E R R I D N T T T S A Y E E H A R H

V Y R Y Y R U T A G K P U R U P T U R E A V I N P U U A T R B E M C

T F P Y A S U O E N A R T X E E N O D N O C O D N C E A R N M O P N

V A Y I M N L Q D C H A R M I N G E C S R B I T R I T V V N I I P N

I A E N I D T T R E O V R T E M R P X I O R D I N A R Y H E R E T I

R M R V L A X T P O Y P E D E S T R I A N L G E B I F S R N G F T U

S C A U T R I H S N N U D L C I T P Y R C T U T P O G R T O R R M U

T U E N O R E J M Y S T E R I O U S C H E E R F U L O T R D H L I O
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Armadillos

Armadillos are tough-looking mammals. They wear armor (also called a 
carapace) made of hard, bony plates. Of the twenty different species, some 
armadillos have transverse bands in the middle of their bodies, but others do not. 
The number of such bands each species has often becomes part of its name. For 
example, the three-banded armadillo has three bands. Likewise, the six-banded 
armadillo has six bands. The nine-banded armadillo, however, does not always 
follow the rule. It may have eight or nine bands.

Armadillos live in grasslands or forested areas. Once, they were found only in South America. Later, two kinds 
spread into Central America as well. The two species are the northern naked-tailed armadillo and the nine-banded 
armadillo. The former has been content with its newfound territory ever since it arrived in Central America. The 
latter was not satisfied. In the 1800s, the nine-banded armadillo made its way into the United States. To date, it is 
the only armadillo species found in North America. The nine-banded armadillo now thrives in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and several other southern states.

Armadillos love digging! They have strong feet and sharp claws. With these tools, they have no problem 
digging to uncover food or to build their underground homes (burrows). Their burrows can be more than twenty 
feet long and five feet below the ground. Of course, because of their passion for burrowing, armadillos are often 
blamed for ruining flowerbeds, lawns, and crop fields. Hence, they are sometimes considered pests.

As nocturnal animals, armadillos like to sleep in during the day. When the night falls, they emerge from their 
hideouts to search for food. Armadillos eat insects, insect larvae, and worms. They also dine on vegetation and 
carrion (decaying animal flesh). If they happen to have a run-in with their enemies during their night out, they 
resort to several exit strategies. Besides the usual fleeing and using their carapaces to block the entrance to their 
burrows, the nine-banded armadillo and its three-banded cousin each have a very innovative method of 
self-defense.

The nine-banded armadillo is a very good jumper. When feeling threatened, it can leap up to three feet 
vertically to startle its predator. While this works well to scare off an intruder, it is useless for cars. Like all other 
armadillo species, the nine-banded armadillo eats carrion; hence, it considers road kill a tasty treat. The problem 
is that there is a high risk for animals like armadillos to eat road kill. Their brownish coloring is not eye-catching 
enough to attract drivers' attention, especially at night. As a result, it is hard for motorists to see them. So, when a 
nine-banded armadillo is about to start a feast and sees a car approaching, it jumps into the air instead of running 
away. The car hits it, and it becomes road kill itself!

In the case of the three-banded armadillo, it can curl itself up into a tight ball to protect its soft underside. 
Though many people think all armadillos can carry out this trick, it is not true. For other armadillo species, they 
draw in their feet and press their armor plates firmly against the ground. By doing so, they make it difficult for 
their enemies to flip them over.

So far, one species seems to stand out in every possible way. That, without a doubt, is the nine-banded 
armadillo. Well, it turns out that this animal is so exceptional that even its reproduction is drastically different 
from the other nineteen armadillo species. After mating, a female nine-banded armadillo can postpone its 
pregnancy for up to 14 weeks. Moreover, she always gives birth to four identical babies. Her ability to have 
quadruplets in a self-imposed timeframe is a true phenomenon in the animal kingdom!
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Armadillos

Questions

1. Where were armadillos found originally? 

A. Southeast Asia
B. Central America
C. South Africa
D. South America

2. How many armadillo species are there? 

A. thirty-one
B. two
C. twenty
D. nineteen

3. Only the three-banded armadillo can roll itself into a ball when feeling threatened. 

A. true
B. false

4. Which of the following statements about armadillos is correct? 

A. Armadillos have carapaces to protect their bodies.
B. Armadillos are mostly active during the day.
C. Armadillos only eat vegetation.
D. Armadillos can only be found in South America.

5. If you are in Central America, what two species of armadillos can you see there? 

A. the giant armadillo and the six-banded armadillo
B. the three-banded armadillo and the nine-banded armadillo
C. the nine-banded armadillo and the northern naked-tailed armadillo
D. the northern naked-tailed armadillo and the pink fairly armadillo

6. Suppose there are five female nine-banded armadillos giving birth at the same time. How many baby 
nine-banded armadillos are there altogether? 

A. 5
B. 10
C. 15
D. 20

7. In which of the following states can we NOT find a nine-banded armadillo? 

A. Illinois
B. Arkansas
C. Texas
D. Louisiana

8.  What is another word for carapace? 

A. transverse
B. armadillo
C. band
D. armor
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9. For how long can a female nine-banded armadillo postpone her pregnancy? 

A. 14 years
B. 14 days
C. 14 months
D. 14 weeks

10. Which of the following about armadillos is INCORRECT?
A. Armadillos often become road kill when they forage for food.
B. Armadillos eat vegetation, insects, insect larvae, worms, and carrion.
C. Armadillos always give birth to quadruplets, regardless of species.
D. Armadillos are exceptional diggers.

Write an equation to represent this:

The product of seven and twelve is 
eighty-four.

2 9
+ 4 9

What number is halfway 
between 11 and 32?

(5 + 6) + 6 = 
Write this as a number in standard form.  
Use a comma in your number.

nine hundred seventy-five thousand,  nine 
hundred sixty-seven

42,956 + 85,486 =  6 4 5
- 1 7 0

3 3 6
+ 2 5 8

40 ÷ 4 =  

Can 224 be evenly divided by 6? Circle:
224 is evenly divisible by 6
224 is NOT evenly divisible by 6

2 6
- 1 2

8 x 9 =  

12 x 10 = 
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Gavin opened a 
savings account with 
the $80 he received 
for his birthday. He 
made three deposits of 
$21.50, $36.04, and 
$19.45 this month. He 
made two withdrawals 
of $22.20 and $16.39 
this month. How much 
did he have at the end 
of the month?

Last Tuesday a woman 
was rescued when her 
house was swept away 
by the river. She said 
she had been standing 
on her roof since 8:28 
a.m. The rescuers took 
her off the roof at 2:43 
p.m. How long had she 
been on the roof?

Jacob earns $6.75 per 
hour for babysitting 
and $4 per hour for 
yard work. He worked 
8 hours last week -- 5 
hours of babysitting 
and 3 of yard work. He 
saved all his money to 
take his parents to a 
movie. How much 
money did he save?

|56| + [-44| = In what quadrant would 
you find the point (-11, -15)?

The letter V has an 
unknown value.  If you 
multiply V by nine, the 
product is three.  What 
value does V have?

Pluto has an estimated 

diameter of 1420 miles, 

approximately 1
5
 the 

diameter of the Earth. 

Using the estimated 

diameter of Pluto, what is 

the circumference of the 

Earth? Round your answer 

to the nearest hundredth.

The Farmers' Market 
charges $4.19 for a jar 
of apple butter. The 
clerk multiplies the 
price by 1.08 to find the 
total cost including tax. 
Mrs. Clark bought 4 
jars of apple butter. 
How much change 
would she get from a 
twenty dollar bill?

Some adult 
groundhogs can weigh 
15 pounds or more. 
Estimate the weight of 
a 12.8-pound 
groundhog in kilograms.

word root in can mean not or in indescribable, infraction, inspect
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"That song again?" asked Anna.
"Yeah. I can't get it out of my head," replied Jack. "Luckily I got this new Out of Your Head app. 
It repeats songs. You first setup how long you want it to repeat. When you start the app it 
doesn't first play the song, it waits that long. I have it set to repeat this song every 8 minutes. It's 
a quick song, it lasts only 2 minutes."
"Cool!" replied Anna. Anna installed the app on her phone. She set up the app for 15 minutes. 
Her song is a little longer. When she starts the app it will first wait 15 minutes before it will play 
her song, which lasts 3 minutes. The app will then wait another 15 minutes and then play the song 
again. It will keep doing that until you stop the app.
"Hey, Anna. Let's start the app at the same time. My song will begin in 8 minutes. Your song will 
begin in 15 minutes. I wonder when both of our songs will be playing music at the same time."

How long until both songs are playing at the same time?
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What is the remainder of 41 
divided by 5?

(9 + 17) + 2 = 2(v + 5)
 
What is the value of v?

8
12
 ÷ 22

24
 =
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