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Goal: Write a topic sentence

There are many choices when it comes to buying food for your dog.  Is cheap dog food as 
good as the expensive kind? Does it matter what the ingredients are? What are some points to 
consider when purchasing dog food foryour pet?  Write a paragraph about what to consider 
when shopping for food for your dog.

Follow these steps:
1. Brainstorm a list of five facts that you must consider when purchasing dog food.
2. Think for a moment.  What nutrition do dogs need?  You may have to research this.  To begin, 
write a general statement about the variety of food available for dogs.  This general statement 
will be your topic sentence.
3. Now, support your topic sentence with at least three sentences that provide facts, details, and 
examples.
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describing words: Navy raucous excited
unassuming red-haired stained

who or what? skeleton poster squirrel
sailor burglar ostrich

did what? faded tore lowered
sat in shaved stuck

where? at the barber shop in the sand
in the study in half my trashcan

when? after his humiliation last night
during the match

How many sentences can you write?  Use some of the ideas from above.

What number is halfway 
between 4 and 14?

98
 2x

72
 3x

3 1 3
  7x

445
  6x

22 ÷ 2 =  

1 cm = 10 mm

27 cm = mm
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Goal:  Describe an object

The Ferris wheel was the engineering highlight of the 1893 exposition fair and one of the lasting 
influences. Write a description about a Ferris wheel.  Describe this object using sensory details 
and figurative language to add interest to your writing.  Help the reader gain a rich and 
detailed image of a Ferris wheel.  To help you get ready to write, plan your description below.
1. What color is it?
Write a simile that describes how it looks.
2. What is its texture?
Write a simile that describes how it feels.
3. What does it smell like?
Write a simile that tells how it smells.
4. What does it sound like?
Write a simile that tells how it sounds.
Now you are ready to write.  Use sensory details and similes to describe a Ferris wheel.
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Goal: Write a topic sentence

There are many differences between tortilla chips and traditional potato chips.  Write a 
paragraph (or you might write an essay if you choose) comparing and contrasting these snacks.

Follow these steps:
1. Brainstorm a list of five ways tortilla chips are different from potato chips.
2. Think for a moment.  How are these snacks similar?  To begin, write a general statement 
about tortilla chips and potato chips.  This general statement will be your topic sentence.
3. Now, support your topic sentence with at least three sentences that provide facts, details, and 
examples.
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Goal:  Write a letter to the editor

Should music played at school dances include all music the students listen to, or should music 
with explicit language be excluded from the play list?  Write a letter to the school board 
expressing your opinion.  Support your opinion with reasons. To help you get ready to write, 
plan your letter below.
1. State your opinion in a topic sentence.
2. Brainstorm reasons that support your preference for music at school dances.  Do not worry 
about the length of your list or the quality of your answers.
3. Choose the three most convincing reasons to support your opinion.  Write them below as 
clear sentences.  List the reasons in order of importance, placing the most important reasons 
first.
Write your persuasive letter.  Convince the school board to agree with your opinion.
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Goal:  Write an editorial

It seems at times that people go through their days not thinking about anyone other than 
themselves.  It's as if it will inconvenience them to think about other people before themselves.  
If you could suggest to the people in your community to take other people into consideration, 
what might they do?  Write an editorial expressing your opinion about how thinking about other 
people might be inconvenient, but might be worth their while.
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Goal:  Write an editorial

Since this is Presidents Day, it seems a suitable day for writing a letter to the editor to express 
your opinion on what you think the president should be concerned with.  Do you think more 
attention should be spent on national security, space exploration, global warming issues, bird flu 
pandemic issues? These are but a few of the issues that you might consider important.  Back in 
1962, America was lagging behind Russia in the "space race."  Because Americans didn't want to 
seem second-rate when compared with their Cold War adversary, the push was on to make 
advancements in the space race. As we enter into a new era with its own set of distinguishing 
problems, what do you want the government to spend its energies on? Write a letter to the 
editor expressing your opinion about this.
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Goal:  Organize details by using position words

This is a day that you are supposed to bust the winter blahs.  Let's do that by thinking of some 
item you associate with a lazy, hot summer day.  Imagine you are seeing this item for the first 
time.  Write a paragraph describing this item to a reader who has never seen it.  Use clear, 
specific details.  Help the reader keep track of details by using position words such as the 
following:
above, across from, against, alongside of, at the base of, at the left, at the top, at the right, 
below, beneath, beside, close to, down, halfway, midway, near, next to, over, top, under, 
underneath, up, upon.
Now you are ready to describe a summertime item.  Use position words to help the reader 
visualize this item in his/her mind.
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Which way does each word go?  Write the word.

R U
1

O

2

1. OIL
OBSERVED
OUR
OBTAIN
OCCUPY

2. DRAGON
DRAB
DUET
DUE
DEEP
DISK

1

2

1. KNIVES
KIN
KIND
KEY
KING

2. GET
GOT
GNARLED
GIANT
GAS
GEM

Unscramble the letters to spell a word.

dtiutaep aptitud ekrasrm mar

ieecrnesd residen edesnrist reside

elnrdag gnar ltauac actu

dezzwhi whi eewvrerh wher

Circle all of the words.
expeditiontournamentadmituncovercheerfullyunder

underuncoverbenevolentearnedexpeditionbearing
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1. ROPE
RUN
RESIST
RESIDENTS
RUNG

2. WIN
WOE
WE
WAS
WHISKS

3. AID
AS
ASK
ACTUAL
ADVICE
AT
AN

4. SKIN
SUSPICIOUS

5. WENT
WHIR

6. QUILT
QUEST
QUICK
QUEEN

7. MOTOR
MOOSE
MINOR
MEND
ME

8. GNAT
GO
GOT
GOOD
GEM
GAS

Unscramble the letters to spell a word.

oteru oute enlioancltac cancellat

sntriwe winte inrrogspsoe progres

lrblueinae unreliab ceoinxlsu exclu

eerplh hel ilsboyduu dubio

edHelper.com Writing Challenge

https://www.edhelper.com
https://www.edhelper.com/6th_grade/Writing-Skills-and-Prompts-Worksheets.htm







