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The Inauguration of a President

Every four years, Americans elect a president. Then there is an 

inauguration (in-ah-gyeh-RAY-shun). This event is almost always set 

on January 20, but if that date is on Sunday, the ceremonies take place 

on January 21. It is almost like a party for the president! The event is 

held in Washington, D.C. That is our nation's capital. First there is a 

swearing-in ceremony. That is when the president-elect becomes our 

president. Later that day, there is a parade. The president is in it. So are 

many other people. It runs down the street from the U.S. Capitol to the 

White House. The day ends with inaugural balls. People dress up in 

fancy clothes to dance. That's how we honor the elected president in America.

     

The Inauguration of a President

Questions

1. On what date do most inaugurations occur? 

2. Which of these is NOT part of an inauguration? 

A. swearing-in
B. ball game
C. ball
D. parade

3. To whose home does the parade go? 

A. the governor's
B. the president's
C. Abraham Lincoln's
D. George Washington's

4. Inauguration is to ______ as president is to leader. 

A. ceremony
B. debate
C. surgery
D. White House
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A Day to Remember

Jayden's father loves to read. He reads magazines and newspapers. He watches television programs. Jayden's 

father likes to know what is happening in the world. He reads several news magazines. He reads the local 

newspaper to learn about his city and state. He watches television news shows to learn about what is going on in 

his country and in other countries.

Mr. Kay told Jayden that he learned a lot by keeping up with the news. He said that Jayden should try to learn 

to read the news, too.

Jayden tried to read the news. It was very hard. There were so many big words. Jayden could read some words. 

His father helped him read the rest. The names of other countries were very hard.

One news article was about the president-to-be. Jayden learned that there is an election every four years to 

choose a president. He learned that the president-to-be isn't really the president until January 20. January 20 is 

called Inauguration Day.

Mr. Kay and Jayden watched television together on January 20. It was very exciting. All kinds of things 

started to happen about lunchtime. There was a tour of Washington, D.C. There were interviews with people in 

the government. There were stories about the family of the president-to-be.

Jayden's father told him it was important to listen carefully to the people on television. Each inauguration day 

was a part of history. Millions of people had voted for the president-to-be.

Then it was almost time for the inauguration. There were thousands of people at the place for the inauguration. 

Most of them were very happy.

At last they got to see the president-to-be. She said some words and promised to protect the country the best 

she could. And then she was the president! She gave a long speech. Jayden tried hard to listen, but he did not 

understand all of the speech. When the president finished her speech, there was a lot of clapping and shaking 

hands.

After the inauguration, the president led a long, exciting parade. There were many bands and lots of music. 

When the parade was over, there were many parties for the president and her family.

It was quite a day! Jayden got to see the inauguration. Now he knew why his dad loved reading and listening 

to the news.
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A Day to Remember

Questions

1. Is Jayden a boy or a girl? 

A. Jayden is a girl.
B. The story does not say.
C. Jayden is a boy.

2. The President of the United States is inaugurated on January 20. 

A. true
B. false

3.  On Inauguration Day, which of these happens after the president's speech? 

A. A new president is elected.
B. The president-to-be arrives.
C. There is a tour of Washington, D.C., on television.
D. The parade starts.

4. What are three things Jayden's father likes to do? 

5. When does a president-to-be become president? 

6. A president is elected every ______. 

A. two years
B. three years
C. five years
D. four years

7. What is one thing presidents-to-be have to promise to do? 

A. build a lot of submarines
B. make cookies for everyone
C. be in a movie
D. protect their country

8.  Jayden is most likely to be ______. 

A. sixteen years old
B. twenty years old
C. five years old
D. twelve years old
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9. BONUS QUESTION: So far, all of our presidents have been men. Do you think a woman will ever 
become president? Tell why or why not. 

Get your ruler.  Draw a line using 
your ruler that is 3 inches long.

Write + or - in the circles.

13 5 = 3 15

12 17 = 7 22

2
1

+ 5

1 0
+ 5 7

Write the words into the boxes.
ran stir tie park mine off mice dock into way
dry jaw

2 9 - 3 = 7 3 + 3 = 6 3
- 6 0

ten more 
than 168

4 3
+ 4 6

200+50+4 Circle the words.

shootglovesshookknewcashhowcook

seemdumpknewblowhowcookgreat

bragcooktheycashgoodlowglovessay
word root dur can mean hard durable, duration
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How many of these can you write about?  Think!  Write!  Check all the ones you answered.

Tell about a time you went to a parade.

Would you like to be the president of a country? Tell why.

Do you like to watch the news on television? Tell why.

Why do you think it is important to know about the news?

Don't stop writing.  Use a blank piece of paper to continue.
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The Presidential Inauguration

Caption: A large crowd of people witness the second swearing-in 

ceremony of President George W. Bush at the U.S. Capitol Jan. 20, 

2005.

The U.S.A. elects a president once every four years. The election is 

always held in November. The president-elect is usually sworn in as 

the president on January 20. This is called an inauguration 

(in-aw-gyuh-RAY-shun). It has several important parts.

First comes the oath of office. The president-elect stands on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. The Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court tells him to place his left hand on the Bible and raise his right hand. Then comes the oath. It is 

like a pledge. "I, (name), do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of president of the United 

States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States." It 

has become tradition for each president-elect to end the oath with the words "so help me God."

Once the Chief Justice congratulates (kuhn-GRACH-uh-lates) the president, the band plays "Hail to the Chief."

There is also a 21-gun salute. Then the president gives his inaugural address. This is a speech about his plans for 

the future of the U.S.A. After that, it's time to eat, and the president enjoys his inaugural luncheon with both 

houses of Congress.

The next part of the inauguration is the inaugural parade. It will feature the U.S. military corps, floats, and the 

president. The parade runs from the U.S. Capitol to the White House. The White House will be the president's 

home for as long as he is the president of the United States.

That evening there are formal parties for the president. We call them the inaugural balls. There will be a 

number of these celebrations. Bill Clinton's 1997 inauguration had a record of fourteen inaugural balls! People 

dress up in fancy gowns and tuxedos to dance. Gowns worn by wives of presidents to the inaugural balls are put 

on display in a museum in Washington, D.C.! The inaugural ball is a special way to honor the president of the 

United States.
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The Presidential Inauguration

Questions

1. Which of these occurs first on Inauguration Day? 

A. the inaugural parade
B. the inaugural gala
C. the oath of office
D. the inaugural address

2. What is a synonym for the word oath? 

A. salute
B. congratulate
C. address
D. pledge

3. What is an inaugural address? 

A. the president's first speech to the nation
B. the place where the parade starts
C. the location of the president's new home
D. all of the above

4. Where does the inaugural parade end? 

5. The inauguration of a new president of the United States usually takes place on ______. 

1
2

+ 2

100 less 
than 852

Count by 1.

8 12

is 2 more than 8.

Paul Bunyan cuts down 3 
trees. He cuts down 8 
more trees. How many 
trees does he cut down?

3
4

+ 1

100 less 
than 725

fifteen



Name:
edHelper

https://www.edhelper.com

