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Progress - Slowly Making Progress
By Mary Perrin
Progress is what happens in between the time you start something and
the time you finish it. You are working with others on a health project.
Your teacher knows you have started the project. He knows when the
project is to be finished. Your teacher asks you how your group is
progressing. He draws a line on the chalkboard. He writes the word "start"
at one end. He writes the word "finish" at the other end. He wants your
group to mark the line to show how far from the starting point you have
gotten. He wants to be sure your group is working and getting closer to the
finish. Your teacher may ask you to do this each day. Your group will be
making progress if the line you mark each day continues to move closer to
the word "finish."
Pretend you got a new Lego set for your birthday. The set has over
eight hundred Legos. Your goal is to build a castle. You use the picture on
the front of the box as your guide. You also use the step-by-step booklet
that came with the set. You might work for an hour a day to build the
castle. Building the castle cannot be done quickly. You must build the
castle one Lego brick at a time. Each piece must be put on exactly right. Your goal is to finish the castle. The
castle does not need to be done in a hurry. The castle might take you a few weeks to finish. This is called slowly
making progress.
Sometimes you do projects because you want to do them. Other times you are assigned projects to do.
Whichever is the case, be sure to work hard and to focus. Each time you work, your mark will be farther away
from the starting point. It will get closer to the finish. Progress pays off! Once you reach the finish line, raise your
hands, shake them with glee, and flash a big smile. You did it. You finished!
Progress - Slowly Making Progress

Questions
1. Progress happens over ______.

2. Projects take ______.
A. Time
B. Focus
C. Hard work
D. All of the above
3. You are ______ when you get farther from the start of a project and closer to the finish.
A. Not trying
B. Progressing
C. Backtracking
D. Losing headway
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4. The author's purpose for this passage is to encourage you to:
A. Help other people in your group.
B. Decide which materials you need before you begin a new project.
C. Keep working on your projects. Do not let time stop you from finishing them.
D. Give up on your projects. They are not worth the time.
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Baby Talk Art
By Colleen Messina
Usually, art styles have fancy names. One does not. In fact, its name sounds like
baby talk. It is called Dada!
Dada started in 1916. The Dadaists met in a cafe in a city in Switzerland. Some
people think that their name started in a funny way. One of the artists opened a
dictionary. He stuck a table knife on a page. The knife hit the word "dada." That was
a French word for a toy we call a hobby horse. That is one story about how the
Dadaists got their name. Other people think the word came from a child's word for
his dad.
Artists who followed this style did not like World War I. They thought war was
terrible. They decided that their style would have no rules. Their style shocked
people. Some art critics thought it was confusing. One painting showed a figure of a
person going down steps. The person was made out of blocks. The blocks were
blurry. The person did not really look like a person. It was a strange picture.
Dada was not like other art styles. Dada did not last very long. In four short years,
many artists went on to other styles. Many of them tried a style called surrealism. Even with its silly name, Dada
affected art, poetry, and drama.
Baby Talk Art

Questions
1. What does "Dada" sound like?
A. German
B. Egyptian
C. English
D. baby talk
2. Where did Dada begin?
A. Germany
B. Poland
C. Italy
D. Switzerland
3. What was a person doing in one Dadaist painting?
A. riding a bike
B. going down steps
C. eating a pizza
D. going up steps
4. Dadaists had many rules for their style of art.
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5. How long did Dadaism last?
A. four years
B. four hundred years
C. forty years
D. one year
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Ginger's Visit to the Vet
By Kathleen W. Redman
"Ginger is a very healthy dog," Dr. Adams said. "You take very good
care of her."
"Thank you, Dr. Adams," Juana said. "She is a good dog. She is my
friend."
"What are you and Ginger going to do this summer?" Dr. Adams asked.
It was almost time for school to be out.
"We are going to go on hikes. We are going to swim in the river. We are
going to have fun!" Juana was very excited about her plans.
"Well, you be very careful," Dr. Adams said.
"Oh, we will. And I am going to plant some flowers, too. I am going to
plant some daffodils. My mother is going to plant roses!"
Dr. Adams smiled.
"It sounds very pretty," he said. "Just be careful. Don't let Ginger eat any of your daffodils."
"Oh, Dr. Adams," Juana said. "You are funny. Ginger doesn't eat flowers!"
"Daffodils are toxic to dogs," he said. "Little dogs like Ginger can die from eating daffodils."
"What does 'toxic' mean?" Juana asked.
"It means that something is very harmful," Dr. Adams said. "Some other plants that are toxic to dogs are ivy
plants, azaleas, and oleander."
"I'll be careful," Juana promised. "I won't let her eat any of my daffodils."
Juana took Ginger off the table and put her on the floor.
"Good girl, Ginger," she said. She took a piece of chocolate out of her pocket.
"Oops," Dr. Adams said. "Is that for Ginger?"
"Yes," Juana said. "Why?"
"Chocolate is not good for dogs. It can make them very sick."
"Oh, I'm sorry, Ginger. You can't have this. What can I give her, Dr. Adams?" Juana asked.
"Here you are," he said. He handed Juana a dog treat. "This is made just for dogs," he said. "It is good for them.
Chewing on it will make their teeth strong, too."
"Thank you, Dr. Adams," Juana said. "I will be more careful about what Ginger eats! Come on, Ginger. Let's
go home and play."
Ginger wagged her tail, but she did not move. She was too busy chewing on the dog treat!
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Ginger's Visit to the Vet

Questions
1. What is the dog's name?
A. Ginger
B. Fred
C. Juana
D. Vasco
2. Who is the dog's owner?
A. Dr. Adams
B. Juana
C. the vet
D. Julia
3. What is the vet's name?
A. Dr. Adams
B. Fred
C. Juana
D. Ginger
4. What are Juana and Ginger going to do during the summer?
A. go ice skating
B. hike and swim
C. ski and sleep
D. play volleyball
5. What is Juana going to plant?
A. lilies
B. poinsettias
C. daffodils
D. azaleas
6. What is her mother going to plant?
A. daffodils
B. roses
C. lilies
D. azaleas
7. What does "toxic" mean?
A. tasty
B. harmful
C. sad
D. happy
8. Which one of these things is toxic to dogs?
A. dog treats
B. fresh air
C. chocolate
D. water
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Swans
By Cindy Grigg
The swan is one of the biggest water birds. Even though they are
big, swans are very graceful. They seem to glide over lakes and rivers.
In the summer, swans eat grass and water weeds. They also eat insects.
In winter, you may see them eating grain in fields. In the United States,
there are only two species commonly seen. They are the trumpeter
swan and the tundra swan. Tundra swans are the more common of the
two.
In addition to these two native species, there are also some mute
swans found in the United States. They were not native to the area.
Some European settlers brought mute swans here when they
immigrated to the United States. Mute swans are easily recognized.
They have orange bills and a black knob of flesh at the base of the bill.
Both the trumpeter and tundra swans are white birds with black bills. The best way to tell them apart is by their
calls. Trumpeters are named for their loud trumpet-like call. Tundra swans sound more like a Canada goose. Their
call is higher pitched and quavering. Mute swans don't make loud calls. Mute means unable to speak. Mute swans
hiss and make a growling sound.
Male and female swans are faithful to each other. They mate for life. They may live twenty years or more.
Swans have big webbed feet to help them paddle along in the water. They waddle on land. They have more
feathers than any other bird-about 25,000!
Once a year, a nesting pair builds a huge nest out of moss, grass, and reeds. The female, called a pen, lays four
to eight eggs in the nest. She sits on the eggs to keep them warm. The eggs hatch after four or five weeks.
Nests are usually built close to water. The male swan, called a cob, guards the eggs in the nest. Parents stay
together, caring for their babies and teaching them to fly and swim.
Young swans are called cygnets (SIG-nits). When they hatch, they have soft, downy feathers. They often ride
on their mother's back. Cygnets are a dull gray color and are a bit clumsy.
Swans migrate in the spring. They fly north to wetland areas. They may return to the same place where the
female was born. The pair usually chooses the same spot year after year.
The female chooses the nesting area. The male defends it. Nest building usually starts in mid-April and may
take from one to two weeks. The nest may be as large as six feet across and three feet high. The male pulls up
sedge grasses, moss, sticks, and cattail roots. He brings the vegetation to the female. She piles it high. Then she
uses her body to hollow out the nest for the eggs. The same nest may be used year after year. Each year, more
vegetation is added to it.
Nests are usually surrounded by water. Nests are often built on top of muskrat or beaver lodges. This protects
the eggs from land predators. The cygnets hatch in late May or early June. They weigh about a half a pound.
When they are just one or two days old, they begin swimming. They find their own food in the water. The cygnets
stay with the mother and father. They will not be able to fly until they are about fifteen weeks old. By this time,
they will weigh twenty pounds!
By late September, the cygnets are ready for short flights. Before the first freeze, they will have to fly many
miles. Many of the young ones won't make it. Tundra swans make the longest trip. They may fly more than 2,000
miles!
The parents will decide when it is time to migrate. The family will stay together through the first winter. In the
spring, they all return to the nesting area in the north. Then the parents drive the young ones away. The cygnets
will stay together another year before they choose their own mates. Most mute swans do not migrate.
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By 1900, trumpeter swans were almost extinct. The use of swan feathers in ladies' hats and swan skin to make
powder puffs caused the deaths of many birds. Happily, all three species of swans in the United States are now
listed as a species of "least concern" of extinction. This means that, for now, their numbers are not decreasing.
Swans

Questions
1. What do swans eat?
A. small animals
B. moss, leaves, and sand
C. plants, insects, and grain
D. feathers
2. Other than the two native species, the trumpeter swan and the tundra swan, what other kind is found in the
United States?
A. black swans
B. mute swans
C. loud swans
D. cygnets
3. The nest is usually found next to which feature?
A. vegetation
B. water
C. houses
D. bushes
4. During the first winter, what does the family of swans do?
A. hibernate
B. stay at the nest
C. stay together
D. go in different directions
5. What are baby swans called?
A. children
B. babies
C. cygnets
D. ducklings
6. What do most mute swans NOT do?
A. eat
B. fly
C. migrate
D. sleep
7. Trumpeter swans are almost extinct.
A. false
B. true
8. Which kind of swan migrates the longest distance?
A. trumpeter
B. mute
C. tundra
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9. The female swan is called a ______.
A. cygnet
B. duck
C. cob
D. pen
10. The male swan is called a ______.
A. cob
B. duck
C. cygnet
D. pen

 
 

 
  


 

7KHUHZHUHWZHQW\WKUHH
NLGVRQWKHEXV$WWKHILUVW
VWRSIRXUNLGVJRWRII+RZ
PDQ\NLGVDUHVWLOORQWKH
EXV"

0DU\KDVWZRQLFNHOVDQG
IRXUGLPHV6KHLVDWWKH
FDQG\VWRUH(DFK
FKRFRODWHFRLQLVILYHFHQWV
+RZPDQ\FDQVKHEX\"

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  


 

 
  

'UDZVPDOOVTXDUHV
7KHQFRORULQVRPHWR
VKRZ






edHelper

Name:
-DVRQKDVVKHHWVRIUHGSDSHU+HFXW
HDFKVKHHWLQWRILIWKV+RZPDQ\SLHFHVRI
UHGSDSHUGLGKHKDYH"

7KHUHZDVDSLFQLFDWWKHEHDFKRQ
6DQGFDVWOH'D\(YHU\RQHFRXOGKDYHDKRW
GRJDKDPEXUJHURUDFRUQGRJ6HYHQ
SHRSOHFKRVHFRUQGRJVQLQHFKRVHKRWGRJV
DQGQLQHFKRVHKDPEXUJHUV:KDWQXPEHULV
WKHPRGH"

%HQMDPLQ%XQQ\KDVWZRORQJHDUV+RZ
PDQ\HDUVGREXQQLHVKDYH"

(PPDKDVTXDUWHUVGLPHVDQGQLFNHOV
6KHVSHQWFHQWVRQDJDPH+RZPXFK
PRQH\GRHVVKHKDYHOHIW"

*HW\RXUUXOHU'UDZDOLQHXVLQJ
\RXUUXOHUWKDWLVLQFKHVORQJ

  

:ULWHWKHZRUGVIRUHDFKFRQWUDFWLRQ

ZKDW V

Z

ZDVQ W

Z

three hundred
sixty-four

W

(LJKWLVDQHYHQQXPEHU
WUXH
IDOVH
:KDWPRQWKFRPHVEHIRUH
)HEUXDU\"


 

R

ZRUGURRW VH FDQPHDQ DSDUWRUDVLGH

VHFHGHVHFHVVLRQVHFOXGH

edHelper

Name:
)LOOLQWKHPLVVLQJQXPEHUV
2QO\UXOH7KHVDPHQXPEHU&$1127EHQH[WWRHDFKRWKHULQ$1<GLUHFWLRQ
'DUNOLQHVVXUURXQGDEORFN1XPEHUVWRXVHLQDEORFN
$EORFNZLWKVSDFHKDVWREHWKHQXPEHU
$EORFNZLWKVSDFHVPXVWKDYHWKHQXPEHUVDQG
$EORFNZLWKVSDFHVPXVWKDYHWKHQXPEHUVDQG
$EORFNZLWKVSDFHVPXVWKDYHWKHQXPEHUVDQG






   
   
 
 

$QHQWLUHEORFNZLWKVSDFHVLVEODQN6LQFH
WKHEORFNLVVSDFHVLWXVHVWKHQXPEHUV



  

   
   
   
   
$QHQWLUHEORFNZLWKVSDFHVLVEODQN6LQFH
WKHEORFNLVVSDFHVLWXVHVWKHQXPEHUV

  



  
   
 
 
 





    


    

+LQW7KHVHQXPEHUVDUHPLVVLQJ

+LQW7KHVHQXPEHUVDUHPLVVLQJ

 

  



  





edHelper

Name:
)LOOLQWKHPLVVLQJQXPEHUV
2QO\UXOH7KHVDPHQXPEHU&$1127EHQH[WWRHDFKRWKHULQ$1<GLUHFWLRQ



 
 
   




+LQW7KHVHQXPEHUVDUHPLVVLQJ

  




 






+LQW7KHVHQXPEHUVDUHPLVVLQJ

 

    






 

  

 
  


+LQW7KHVHQXPEHUVDUHPLVVLQJ

+LQW7KHVHQXPEHUVDUHPLVVLQJ

        


 



  
 


 

 
 

ZRUGURRW XQL FDQPHDQ RQH

   






XQLIRUPXQLODWHUDOXQLVRQ

 





edHelper

Name:

/RRNDWWKHEDODQFH:KDWGRHVLWWHOO\RX":ULWHDVHQWHQFHWRH[SODLQ

!
7UXH

)DOVH

7UXH

7UXH

)DOVH

)DOVH

7UXH

)DOVH

7UXH

)DOVH

7UXH

)DOVH

'LG\RXILQGWKDWWZRDUHWUXH",IQRWORRNDJDLQ
<RXVKRXOGRQO\PDUN758(LI\RXDUHDEVROXWHO\VXUHLWLVFRUUHFW

  

  

edHelper

Name:
'UDZWKHPLVVLQJHPRMLV([SODLQWKHUXOH

'UDZWKHPLVVLQJHPRMLV([SODLQWKHUXOH

Name:

Siberian Tigers
By Cindy Grigg
Siberian tigers are the largest of the big cats. Adult male tigers may
weigh as much as seven hundred pounds. They live mostly in eastern
Russia's forests. Some can still be found in China and North Korea.
Tigers hunt at night. Their favorite prey is elk, deer, and wild boar.
Tigers have orange or reddish-brown fur. They have white fur on their
bellies. Tigers are known for their black stripes. No two tigers have the
same pattern of stripes. Baby tigers are called cubs. Mothers may have
from two to six cubs at one time. Mothers raise their cubs alone with
no help from the father. Cubs stay with their mothers until they are two
to three years old. Then they go off to live alone. The Siberian tiger is
critically endangered. This means they are at high risk of becoming
extinct, or dying out. Three kinds of tigers are already extinct. Experts
estimate there are only about four to five hundred Siberian tigers left in the wild.
Siberian Tigers

Questions
1. What is the largest "big cat"?

2. On which continent are Siberian tigers found?
A. Australia
B. Asia
C. South America
D. North America
3. Siberian tigers are ______.
A. not endangered
B. extinct
C. critically endangered
4. What does extinct mean?

5. Tigers are social animals that live together in large groups.
A. false
B. true
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6. Female tigers spend ______ years caring for their cubs.
A. two to three
B. ten to twelve
C. one to two
D. six to eight
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First a Poem For Kids, Now a Pledge to the Flag
By Erin Horner
Do you start your day with a poem? If you are one of the millions of school
children in America, then you most likely do. Every school day children across
the U.S. make their way to school. They come from the biggest of cities and the
smallest of towns. Upon entering their classrooms, they hang up their
backpacks and start their morning work. Then they stand and recite a poem.
This "poem" is the Pledge of Allegiance. It is a special poem that was, in fact,
written just for children. It was written by a man named Francis Bellamy. In
1892 it was published in a popular magazine for kids called The Youth's
Companion. On October 12, 1892 school children across the country first
recited this pledge. They did it to honor the 400th anniversary of Christopher
Columbus' trip to America. The Pledge of Allegiance is a special poem that
helps the citizens of America remember the many benefits of our country. It
reminds us that we are all free. It reminds us that we all have rights. It reminds
us that while we might disagree sometimes, we still stand united. A pledge is a
promise. The promise is not really to the flag. It is a promise to the great
country that the flag stands for. This daily poem might be old. It has even
changed over the years. But the promise that it holds has not. It is worth
repeating every day.
First a Poem For Kids, Now a Pledge to the Flag

Questions
1. Why was the pledge recited by so many school children in 1892?

2. The author probably wrote this article to:
A. persuade you to get to school on time
B. inform you about The Youth's Companion
C. demonstrate how to say the pledge
D. explain the Pledge of Allegiance
3. Which of the following is true about the Pledge of Allegiance?
A. It is said by every child in the world.
B. Most school children recite it every morning.
C. It is only for children.
D. It is the same today as it was in 1892.
4. In this passage the word citizen means ______.
A. a type of watch
B. a child from the city Zen
C. a member of a state or nation
D. a soldier
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