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Goal:  Explain a procedure

Not many people enjoy housework, but everybody likes to have a clean house.  One of the 
chores that create a clean floor is vacuuming.  Write an essay in which you explain the 
procedure for vacuuming your house.

1. Do you have a special time set aside to vacuum the house?
2. What is the first thing you do?  Why do you do this before anything else?
3. What are other steps you must follow in order to vacuum your house?
4. What is the last thing you do?  Why do you do this thing last?
Write your essay so that the reader has a clear understanding of how to vacuum the house.
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Read the topic.  Fill in the boxes with your ideas.

Topic: Power Outage
There has been a terrible storm 
and the power has gone out.  
What does your family do to keep 
busy?

Type of storm Games to play

Fill in the missing letters.  Write ou or au.

l gh y am nt

r nd bure cracy pl sible

Use each of the letters to fill in the grid.
Write two words.

O

C N

ECN

R

W

Write the hidden word.  Start at one letter
and then move either left or right.

V

I

O
LE

N

C E
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Now write a paragraph using the ideas you have already written down.
Topic: Power Outage
There has been a terrible storm and the power has gone out.  What does your family do to 
keep busy?

3 0 5
+ 2 7 1

Circle the digit in the tenths place.

117.869
23 cm = mm

What time is 14 hours after 
1:00 p.m.?

Which is the largest?

60.9 ÷ 8.3 60.9 ÷ 8.5 60.9 ÷ 8.4

Write an equation to represent this:

The sum of eleven and nine is twenty.

How many pounds are in 64 ounces?

 pounds

1 lb = 16 oz

20 lb = oz
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Goal:  State a clear position about a topic

Do you think our nation needs to set aside a day for Pretzel Day?  Establishing commemorative 
days costs the taxpayers money and takes time from the House of Representatives.  Seven 
years ago the House changed its rules to ban new commemorative days, but lawmakers 
suspend the rules and do it anyway.  Why would we need a special day for pretzels?  Take a 
stand.  Write an editorial expressing your opinion.  Support your opinion with reasons.  To help 
you get ready to write, answer the following questions.
1. Why does our nation set aside special days for various things?
2. Does it hurt anything to establish these special days?
3. Do you believe these days enrich our lives?
4. Should these special days be officially established by Congress?
Convince the reader to agree with your opinion.
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Did you know that you don't always have to use the word danced in your writing?  Try to use different words for 

an overused word like danced.  It will make your work more fun for others to read.

Circle words to the RIGHT or DOWN.  Every letter is used exactly ONCE.
F B O O G I E D
R P R A N C E D
O T S R H
L A W O O L
I N A C P E
C G Y K P A
K O E E E P

W A L T Z E D E E D D D T
W H I R L E D D D S P U N

J U M P E D S T R U T T E DWrite the words found.

STRUTTED SPUN

Now rewrite this without using the word danced.  Add one or two of your own sentences using some of the 

words you found in the word search.

We danced to a song in the concert.  Our parents' eyes danced as they watched us.

My favorite two words to use instead of danced are:

and

How many words do you think it takes to improve your writing?

Fifty.  That's 50!  There are about 50 overused words we often use in writing and conversations.

When you find yourself repeating, try something different.  It doesn't take much work to sound amazing!
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Goal:  Use time-sequence words

April is Keep America Beautiful Month.  How could someone help in their community?  Write an 
essay explaining how one person would organize a community clean-up day.  Put the steps in 
order.  Use time-sequence words to show the order of the steps.

Time-sequence words:  first, second, third, first, next, finally, start by, then, last, begin by, next, end 
by, step one is, step two is, after that, to complete, start by, now, the third step is, finish by

To help you get ready to write, list the steps that a person would follow as they plan this event.

Are the steps in the right order?  If not, go back and renumber the steps.  Then write your 
essay using time sequence words.
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OR GLUE ENDEAVOR STALL DEPENDENCE RIDER
COMPATIBLE DEPENDENTS ASKED PURPOSE OLDEST

Write each word into the puzzle.

E C

G

E

V

R

What is the homophone of this word?
buy

Write a letter that has two or 
more lines of symmetry.
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